
Minutes of the First Staveley Nature Reserve Liaison Group (SNR-LG) 
held in the Committee Room, Staveley & Copgrove Village Hall on 8th 

March 2012 at 18:30

1 Present at the meeting:

Ken Barker
Dorothy Griffin
Bill Kirkpatrick
Paul Smith
John Thornton
Carl Watts

2 Choice of chairman

PS explained that he was not standing for re-election in the 
forthcoming Parish Council meetings and was hoping to move 
subject to being able to sell the house.

Despite this DG proposed PS as chairman and this was 
unopposed.  PS agreed to stand as chairman.

3 Terms of Reference

The terms of reference was agreed as detailed below.  It was 
noted that, although the SNR-LG was set-up by the Parish 
Council it was independent of it but would report back in writing to 
the chair of the council by sharing the minutes of meetings.

1. Be informed of the plans of Yorkshire Wildlife Trust (YWT) 
with respect to Staveley Nature Reserve (SNR).

2. Inform YWT of events taking place in the village that may 
impact YWT.

3. Be cognisant of the views of the village and feed views and 
concerns back to YWT aiming to resolve issues, as far as 
possible, amicably between YWT and the parish.

4. Report back to the Parish Council at least quarterly.

4 Agree a standard agenda for future meetings

Meetings will be help quarterly and the standard agenda will be:

1. Agree minutes of last meeting.

2. Register any conflicts of interest for items on the agenda.

3. YWT report on progress against disclosed plans.

4. Staveley residents report back issues raised within the 
parish since the last meeting.

5. YWT report on any future plans for SNR.

6. Chairman update Staveley and surrounding area events 
list and communicate to the group.



7. Group to decide on any intentions to communicate with the 
parish.

8. Any other business and date of next meeting

5 YWT Report on Progress at SNR

1. Footpath is complete except for 'snagging' issues.  It was 
confirmed that the footpath will become firmer once it starts 
to dry and it needs sunlight for this to happen.

BK asked why the footpath ended in the current reserve 
and CW indicated that funds were available for the 
extension to the reserve only.

CW told the group that North Yorkshire County Council 
(NYCC) has provided a grant of around £9,000 to surface 
the footpaths leading into the reserve from the 'church end' 
as these were NYCCs responsibility.

2. Hedging has been done by volunteers and includes hazel, 
blackthorn, hawthorn, spindle plus some beech and oak 
trees have been planted.  There has been 100m of hedge 
laying to bolster country skills.

3. Car Parking – The main car park is not yet complete and 
the entrance to the reserve is still via Minskip Road. 
Currently, for health and safety reasons as the footpath is 
not yet complete, the gates from the car park into the 
reserve have been locked.

Visitors are using the car park and are being directed into 
Staveley along the Minskip Road.

KB asked about overflow car parking once the main car 
park was full indicating that parking on Minskip Road would 
be dangerous.  The group agreed that this was the case. 

CW indicated that the car park would hold 12-13 cars and 
that for volunteer days and 'special events' he would 
supervise the opening of the gate at the 'church end' of the 
reserve but that this would not be available for general 
public use.  CW agreed to include a notice about overflow 
parking on the interpretation panel to be displayed in the 
car park.

CW said that the lower car park would be for disabled 
parking only and would require a RADAR key to gain entry. 
There are three car parking spaces available.

Fencing is not yet complete because the contractor has 
not deployed enough people.  Standard stock fencing is 
being used and this is identical to that used on the existing 
reserve – pig wire and two strands of barbed wire.

CW



Concern has been raised in the village that the fencing and 
paths are 'urban' structures.  CW indicated that everything 
is currently new and has been done in the winter and with 
the growth of vegetation in the spring and the weathering 
of the fence wire and posts the reserve will look more 
natural over time, as has the existing reserve.

Concern was raised about the fencing and the potential of 
injury to deer who will need to jump the fence.  CW said 
that there have been no injuries to date but that the 
situation would be reviewed and changes made if there 
were any problems.  He stressed that white park cattle 
were being deployed to graze the pastures for 
conservation reasons and that it was important that these 
heavy animals do not escape into the village and that was 
why stock fencing was being deployed.

Scrapes and Bunds are being introduced around the 
'west lagoon'.  Scrapes will attract rain water and be wet in 
winter and provide mud for waders in spring and early 
summer.  Bunds (raised areas) will be introduced along the 
footpath to ensure people and dogs do not intimidate the 
bird life.

Badgers do not seem to have been disturbed by the work 
at present but YWT are monitoring the situation.  A new 
jubilee woodland is being planted and badger gates will be 
fitted in fences.

Gate near Church – there was discussion about the gate 
near the church and YWT indicated that their plan was to 
provide a pedestrian entry in this gate.

PS raised an issue about the current practice of using 
barbed wire to bar the way was legal and CW indicated 
that it was as this was not a public right of way.

JT stated that the public footpath entrance to the SNR was 
via the pub and across the Lloyd-Davies garden and that 
the addition of a pedestrian gate would create a de-facto 
footpath and that this would be unacceptable to residents 
who live near the gated entrance.  JT also said that the 
pedestrian entrance was not on the agreed YWT plans for 
the reserve.

CW agreed to review the YWT plans and aim not to have 
pedestrian access via the gate.  CW further agreed that he 
would discuss with NYCC about progress on providing 
better access for the less able walkers through the existing 
footpath.

CW



Community Orchard – losses were 5% which is to be 
expected and two new ponds have been built in this area.

Hides – the main hide base has been approved by the 
planning control officer.  Building the hides will take 2 to 3 
months.  The implementation of the windows has changed 
slightly and will be glazed with toughened glass with a non-
reflective film on the outside.  The exterior will be clad with 
wood to reduce maintenance.  The second hide has not yet 
been started but YWT have received a £6,500 donation to 
help with its building.

Lake Levels have been high and JT raised an issue 
regarding trees that were in the water as a result of the 
high water levels.

YWT have taken remedial actions and now, belatedly, have 
the land owners agreement to drain the west pond into the 
west lagoon and that has improved the situation.  The main 
issue is the outlet from the west lagoon and YWT are 
seeking advice on how to maintain levels in the pond and 
lagoons without flooding adjacent land and damaging the 
trees.

JT asked whether it was YWT's intention to allow the level 
of the west lagoon to rise and flood the land around more 
to help with keeping the land wet.  CW confirmed that this 
was not their intention and that, in any case, scrapes 
needed to be filled with rain water and to dry out during 
summer for good conservation reasons.

Toilets – the provision of a chemical or composting toilet 
was raised by DG and YWT confirmed that they had no 
intention of providing toilets on the site.

6 Staveley and Surrounding Area Events

Events are often published on the Staveley web site 
www.staveley-yorks.org.uk and it was suggested by the chairman 
that group members consult the web site for event details.

The current list of events known to the group and being held in 
2012 are:

• 31-Mar Church gift day in Village Hall. 

• 15-Apr Scotton 100 cycle race - using Village Hall but 
impacting whole village 

• 26-May Spring plant sale in the Village Hall. 

• 02-Jun Strawberry tea on the village green with back-up in 
the Village Hall if it rains. 

http://www.staveley-yorks.org.uk/


• 24-Jun Staveley Stamped starting at the Village Hall and 
impacting the whole village 

• 07-Jun Garden party at The Grange 

• 14-Jul Ripon triathlon cycling stage travelling through the 
village and impacting the whole village

7 Intentions to communicate with the parish

There are no intentions to communicate with the parish at 
present.

8 Date of next meeting

27th June proposed but the chairman cannot make this date.  New 
date to be arranged.


