
Minutes of the 2nd Staveley Nature Reserve Liaison Group (SNR-LG) 
held in Staveley & Copgrove Village Hall on 4th July 2012 at 18:30

1 Present at the meeting:

Ken Barker (Part of meeting)
Dorothy Griffin
Bill Kirkpatrick
Paul Smith (Chairman)
John Thornton
Carl Watts

Nick Stringer as a Parish Council (PC) observer
Residents of Staveley as observer
Iain Burgess NYCC, invited to clarify options for the footpath

2 Pre-amble

PS explained to the residents present at the meeting that, 
although the meeting was open to all, the status of non-members 
of the SNR-LG was as an observer and residents would not be 
asked to contribute to the meeting.

Should there be any issues residents wished to raise with the 
SNR-LG they should contact one of the committee, e-mail snr-
lg@staveley-yorks.org.uk or contact the chairman on 01423 
340676.

3 Minutes of the last meeting 8th Match 2012

Were accepted without comment.

4 Registration of interest

JT's previous registration of interest as a resident who lives 
adjacent to the footpath was recorded as was SNR-LG 
membership of YWT.

5 Actions from the Last Meeting

1. Better access for less able walkers (but not disabled) 
at the church end of the NR.
This was discussed at the last meeting where there was a 
proposal for a pedestrian entrance at the end of the track 
that passes the church.

At the previous meeting the SNR-LG noted that there was 
a neighbourhood dispute regarding the “potential diversion” 
of the footpath from across the Lloyd-Davies garden to the 
(then) proposed pedestrian gate at the end of the track.  
The SNR-LG and YWT did not wish to be involved in any 
dispute and the SNR-LG recommended to YWT that no 
pedestrian gate be installed at the track end and this was 
accepted by YWT.
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At this meeting CW accepted an action to investigate with 
NYCC what improvements could be made to the existing 
footpath to make it more accessible to less able walkers.  
To this end Iain Burgess from NYCC was invited to attend 
the meeting.  IB arrived at around 19:00 and his input is 
recorded in this section.

Since the last meeting e-mails have been received from:
11-May, Em Lloyd-Davies as a Parish Councillor.

25-May, John and Janet Netherwood, residents close to 
the NR track.

15-Jun, Paul Walters, resident close to the track.

23-Jun, Chris Parkin, resident close to the track.

01-Jul, Em Lloyd Davies, as a resident close to the track.

The e-mails had been distributed to members of the SNR-
LG in advance and are included with the minutes of this 
meeting as an appendix. PS agreed to contact individuals 
cited above to request permission to publish the e-mails. 
[Chairman's note: not all of the residents were willing to 
have their e-mails published openly so a summary is 
included at the end of these minutes]

IB reported that the current walked line of the footpath is 
not the definitive line and that NYCC had the legal power 
to enforce the definitive line but were reluctant to do this.  
They needed to consult with land-owners on the current 
walked line of the footpath to make it into the definitive line. 
IB stated that he would be able to report back to the next 
SNR-LG meeting with a proposal for the footpath.

IB also indicated that the access to the footpath and its 
surface could not be improved until the footpath's line 
issues had been resolved.

DG agreed to hold meetings with the neighbours of the 
track with an aim to try to achieve a resolution to providing 
better access to the NR from the church end if this is 
possible.  It was agreed that neither the SNR-LG nor YWT 
wished to force a solution on any residents who did not 
want it.

2. Overflow Parking
CW agreed previously to include a notice about overflow 
parking on the interpretation panel to appear in the car 
park.

CW reported that signage has not yet been agreed with 
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HBC but CW agreed that the interpretation panel will have 
details about overflow parking.

CW

6 YWT Report on progress against previously disclosed plans

1. David Hargreaves has been relieved of his post within 
YWT and is no longer with the organisation.

2. 2,500 people have been engaged with the YWT “outreach 
project”; these include people with direct contact with CW 
either as visitors or volunteers.

3. Visitor numbers to the reserve were not currently known 
but CW agreed to do a statistical sample and provide 
extrapolated numbers for the next SNR-LG meeting.

4. Educational visitors included King James' School, 
Knaresborough who have changed their syllabus to 
accommodate local study at the reserve including the 
collection of scientific data useful to YWT.

5. Ripon Cathedral School are also actively involved with 
SNR.

6. Quality metrics are required and are being supplied to the 
Heritage Lottery Fund who are pleased with progress 
being made by YWT.

7. The SNR Open Day for invited guests was held on 17th 
June and was attended by Andrew Jones MP who gave his 
full support to the NR.

8. There is another open event planned, potentially in 
October or November 2012.

9. The paths are now complete but have been adversely 
affected by the poor summer weather.

10.Fences are almost complete except for a “snagging” list of 
issues.

11. The hide is nearing completion and has received positive 
comments from residents who were previously hostile to 
the hide appearance.  It is expected to be fully open by 
16th July with disabled access later.

12.The design of interpretation panels within the hide is being 
finalised and YWT wish to ensure that these panels do not 
obscure views from the hide.

13.YWT are concerned about the water flow within the reserve 
and have commissioned a “hydrology report”.  CW agreed 
to make this publicly available via the SNR-LG.

14.Grazing is going well and the sheep are about to be 
moved.  Dexter cows and calves are also grazing the land.

15.The meadow work will start this year whilst funding is 
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available.  The current flora will be killed using a herbicide 
followed by ploughing and this may be repeated if required. 
Once the preparation is complete a meadow seed mixture 
will be applied.

7 Feedback and Staveley and Surrounding Area Events

Anecdotal feedback from village residents concerning the NR is:

• The new paths and fences look too “new” and people are 
waiting for them to “weather”.

• The perception of the hide is generally better than prior to 
planning consent being achieved.

• The lack of toilet facilities on the reserve is a problem for 
some residents.

Events are often published on the Staveley web site 
www.staveley-yorks.org.uk and it was suggested by the chairman 
that group members consult the web site for event details.

The current list of events known to the group and being held in 
2012 are:

• 06-Jul Staveley School barbecue.

• 07-Jul Garden party at The Grange and potentially the 
village hall.

• 14-Jul Ripon triathlon cycling stage travelling through the 
village and impacting the whole village.

The issue of toilets on the reserve was raised by DG but was 
generally not supported by YWT on both price and amenity value. 
PS indicated that if toilets were proposed this would need to be 
discussed with the residents of the village as the provision of 
toilets was not included in the YWT submitted plans.

8 Future Plans for SNR

Management of himalayan balsam will be done.

There may be a need to perform work to manage the water 
quality and reduce the likelihood of bank collapse of tanner beck.  
The use of reed beds is being considered.

9 Intentions to communicate with the parish

There are no intentions to communicate with the parish at 
present.

10 AOB

1. CW indicated that dogs taken into the NR were not always 
on a lead.  Staveley residents are reminded that they must 
have their dogs on a lead if exercising them in the NR.  
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Residents have been verbally abusive when asked to put 
dogs on a lead.

2. CW raised the issue of dog faeces which is not being 
removed by dog owners.  PS agreed to raise this with the 
Parish Council.

3. A Staveley resident has been seen with a weapon (a 0.22 
calibre rifle) on the NR with the presumed intention of 
killing fox clubs next to the badger set.  YWT indicated that 
they will take legal action against anyone found hunting or 
shooting on the NR.

4. Succession planning for the SNR-LG.  PS raised the issue 
of accepting of new members onto the SNR-LG and the 
following was agreed:

The chairman had agreed previously that a current Parish 
Councillor should be a member of the group and Lynn 
Manby has been proposed by the PC.

There should be no more than six members in addition to 
one Parish Councillor forming the SNR-LG.

The choice of a new member will be decided by the 
existing SNR-LG alone.

The composition of the SNR-LG should reflect the make-
up and geography of Staveley Village if at all possible.

11 Date of next meeting

The next meeting will be held on 25th September 2012 in 
Staveley and Copgrove Village Hall.



Summary of Correspondence Received:

Mr Em Lloyd-Davies, 11th May 2012

• Sent on behalf of the Parish Council.

• Requested clarification of the discussion about the footpath at the last SNR-LG 
meeting.

• Generally supportive of the pedestrian gate at the church end of the track citing the 
previous SNR-LG meeting where it was discussed on 8th May 2011.

• Included an edited version of a letter sent to the CEO of YWT supporting the 
pedestrian gate.

• Suggests that the SNR-LG should consult with the village.

Mr John and Mrs Janet Netherwood, 25th May 2012

• Generally against the provision of a pedestrian gate at the church end of the track.

• Suggest improvement of the existing footpath.

• Belief that YWT should implement only those changes agreed when the planning 
consent was approved and reviewed by the parish.

• The planning application was reviewed and approved by the parish.

• Suggests that there is no further need to consult with the village regarding the 
footpath.

• Included an e-mail sent to David Hargreaves (ex of YWT) objecting to the 
pedestrian gate.

Mr Paul Walters, 15th June 2012

• Noted that the issue of the footpath was raised by Mr Lloyd-Davies at the PC 
meeting without a declaration of interest.

• Indicated that he had written to the PC about this issue also.

• Mention of acrimonious meetings in the village resulting in final acceptance of 
YWT's submitted plans that did not include a pedestrian gate.

• Suggest that we should not be considering any changes to the agreed plans.

• Suggests that assurances were given by YWT to residents along the track that no 
pedestrian gate would be installed.

• Suggest that the current footpath should be improved.

• Included an original e-mail to YWT objecting to any re-routing of the footpath.

Ms Chris Parkin, 23rd June 2012

• YWT's proposal, agreed with residents close to the track, was that the gate should 
be locked and a radar key used to gain access to the disabled car park.

• Objections were raised about a pedestrian gate in August 2011 with David 
Hargreaves (ex of YWT) and these were accepted so no further discussion is 
necessary.



• Suggest that styles are replaced by gates on the existing footpath.

• Survey of villagers is not required as a survey would not address the households 
that would be affected by a pedestrian gate.

• Nothing should be done outside of the currently agreed plan.

Mr Em Lloyd-Davies, 1st July 2012 as a resident

• Clarification of his position as a Parish Councillor and the limitations to his 
involvement in discussions about the footpath as a result of this.

• Request for clarification on the “Open” nature of the SNR-LG meeting.

• Noted that Ian Burgess had been invited and clarification on the ongoing legal 
dispute between himself and NYCC [the SNR-LG do not wish to interfere with this 
due process].

• Statement that the footpath was discussed at a (previously constituted) SNR-LG on 
8th March 2012 and a proposal to open the footpath at the end of the lane put to 
YWT.  Clarification about the (currently constituted) SNR-LG representation to YWT 
regarding the pedestrian gate.

• Comments on the last minutes:

• SNR-LG there to represent the village and to consult, not dictate.

• Should have a balanced view of all villagers and not minorities.

• Two villagers objected to the YWT plans on the grounds of inadequate 
access: HBC did not put a condition on the planning, YWT informed the 
SNR-LG that this would be considered once planning consent was achieved.

• It is unclear why the pedestrian gate is unacceptable to residents close to the 
track.

• Access roads and gates are owned by YWT and they should decide how 
they are used.

• A village survey was suggested conducted by the Parish Council.


