
Minutes of the 5th Staveley Nature Reserve Liaison Group (SNR-LG) held in 
Staveley and Copgrove Village Hall on April 23rd 2013 at 7.00pm.

1. Group members present:

Ken Barker
Dorothy Griffin (Chairman) 
Jenny Hayward (YWT)
Bill Kirkpatrick
Lynne Manby  (Parish Council)
Margaret Stringer
John Thornton  

No apologies

2.         2 observers present (village residents)

Should residents wish to contact the Liaison Group, they should e-mail snr-
lg@staveley-yorks.org.uk

3. Minutes of the last meeting – January 23rd 2013 

These were accepted.

4.         Registration of interest
             
            There were no additional registrations of interest.

5. Matters arising from previous meeting

None

6. Dogs

a. There was a lengthy discussion on the problem of dogs being allowed off the 
lead and potentially disturbing wildlife in the Reserve.  
JH reported that dogs have been seen running around off the lead and that both 
she and Reserve volunteers have received unco-operative and/or rude responses 
when they have spoken to dog owners about this. 
LM reported that she had been severely frightened and upset by 4 dogs (off the 
lead) harassing her dog (on the lead) and that her remonstrations with the 2 adults 
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in charge of the dogs (one a village resident) had led to distressing rudeness and 
unpleasantness. The possibility of “naming and shaming” was thought about.
JH explained the YWT’s position on this. Some sites do not allow dogs at all, 
some have areas where dogs are not allowed. In Staveley YWT has requested (on 
the notices) that dogs be kept on the lead, hoping for the co-operation and 
understanding of visitors. 
JH explained the legal position. On the paths that are “rights of way” dogs are 
legally allowed to be off the lead provided they stay within the 2 metre width of 
the designated track. If a dog strays beyond this limit there is a legal infringement 
of the law. Owners can be prosecuted for trespass and, if appropriate, disturbance 
of wildlife. On the other “permissive” paths in the Reserve YWT has the right to 
ban dogs completely if they so decide. The Police have Wildlife Protection 
Officers patrolling in some areas.
In trying to address the problem JH has had discussions with Ian Burgess (Rights 
of Way Officer, NYCC) and David Child (Chairman, Staveley and Copgrove 
Parish Council). Although there is a risk of cluttering the Reserve with signs, JH 
felt that more specific signing would make the YWT’s position clearer and she 
would organise this. 
When the signs are in place JH will let DG know and further information and 
explanation about this will be put in The Link, The Knaresborough Post, the 
village website and on the village notice board on the green. 
                                                                                                   Action JH, DG, BK

b. Dogs fouling. Again this is a problem. There are no bins for dog waste 
currently apart from one provided privately by the Simmons. Harrogate Borough 
Council would however be willing to provide bins but would not be able to empty 
them (particularly if they were inaccessible by road). The idea of setting up a bin-
emptying rota was mooted. It was decided that JH would ask HBC if bins could 
be provided on the carpark and at the pub end of the reserve as a start.
                                                                                                                  Action JH

7. Churchyard

KB reported that people have been seen climbing the wall into the churchyard and 
trampling on graves, in particular the graves of two of his aunts. This has caused    
deep distress. This was discussed at length. YWT has now erected notices 
clarifying that there is no right of way down the lane bordering the churchyard 
and the situation will be monitored from now. If there is further trespass over the 
church wall DG, JH and the Vicar would be willing to visit and discuss with any 
identified villager.



8. Footpath access at church end of village.

JH explained that there has been further communication between NYCC and the 
YWT, and she understands, with the landowners at this end of the village over the 
re-routing of the footpath. The current path follows a “walked” route used for 
many years now but it does not follow the paper “definitive” route held by 
NYCC. From the Reserve gate YWT has agreed to a new route along the other 
side of the hedge to avoid the flooding area on the North’s land. JT (+4) are 
awaiting a written proposal from NYCC regarding their stretch of path and YWT 
has agreed to the use of a small section of the tarred lane to link up to the section 
across the Lloyd Davies’ land if necessary. It seems that NYCC is offering to 
surface and fence much of the new route eventually. It is anticipated that the new 
route will be pushchair and wheelchair friendly.
YWT will not install a pedestrian access gate on the tarred lane by the church 
without the agreement of the 5 landowners bordering the lane.

9 YWT progress report

JH referred to the 10 year plan drawn up in 2011. 
Recently the access lane to the new hide and adjoining carpark have been 
resurfaced. The ramp to the hide has been surfaced. On other tracks the surface 
has been repaired and potholes filled in to make wheelchair-friendly. 
The ditch and pipe at the end of the west lagoon have been opened and shortened 
to enable control of water flow and water levels in order to protect the 
environment of the east lagoons.
Scrapes have been created to allow seasonal water areas. 
The point has been cut off to create an island to provide safer nesting areas.
A pond has been created next to the new hide.
In the carpark area there is a new scrape, pond (clay-lined) and dipping area. The 
pond has been expanded.
A bird seed crop has gone in. JH explained how in some areas old seed dormant 
in the ground has germinated – reflecting the valuable and interesting former flora 
of the old carrs.
(The land is to be managed on a rotation system so that a fifth of the land is 
cleared each year)
The fencing is being finished. 

10. Chairman’s report on feedback and issues raised by the parish.
 

a. DG has heard from Mrs Jennifer Simmons about cyclists on the Reserve since 
Jennifer closed her part of the railway track to cyclists. This may become a 
problem for the Reserve.



b. DG has received an email from Mr Lloyd Davies pointing out the disturbance 
caused by the current large machinery and works and asking when this will be 
completed. JH said that most of the major work has now been completed (see 
below – 11) though there will always have to be some ongoing maintenance 
which she hopes will not be too disturbing. 

11. SNR – future plans

A new sandmartin wall is to be built near the new hide. 

Plans for “re-wetting” the East Field are being drawn up but may require planning 
permission.

12. Future events in the area

1st June – Strawberry tea

For other events see Staveley website.

13. Communication with the parish.

See 6 above for communication re dogs.

14. A.O.B.

JH reported that the Family Fun Day had gone well despite being cool and 
blustery.

JH is considering orientation maps as requested by DG.

BK reported that the village hall committee is planning to offer teas on Sunday 
afternoons as they did last year – but probably monthly rather than weekly.  YWT 
are happy for these to be advertised in the hide and on the Reserve notice board.

15. Date of next meeting

The next meeting will be held at the new Hide on the Reserve on Tuesday 23rd 
July 2013 at 7.00pm.




