
Minutes of the 6th Staveley Nature Reserve Liaison Group (SNR-LG) held in The 
New Hide on July 23rd 2013 at 7.00pm.

1. Group members present:

Ken Barker
Dorothy Griffin (Chairman) 
Jenny Hayward (YWT)
Lynne Manby  (Parish Council)
John Thornton  

Apologies were received from:

Bill Kirkpatrick
Margaret Stringer

2.         1 observer present (village resident)

Should residents wish to contact the Liaison Group, they should e-mail snr-
lg@staveley-yorks.org.uk

3. Minutes of the last meeting – April 23rd 2013 

These were accepted without alteration

4.         Registration of interest
             
            There were no additional registrations of interest. 

The Parish Council had suggested that members of the Liaison Group who were 
also members of YWT should declare their interest at every meeting, This was 
felt to be unnecessary.

5. Matters arising from previous meeting

a) Dogs

JH had taken further advice on the wording of signs requesting that dogs be kept 
on a lead in the reserve, It was now intended that signs be placed in appropriate 
places around the reserve with the wording “Please keep dogs on a lead anywhere 
in the Reserve”. Further there would be signs forbidding dogs in the hides and in 
areas close to the West Lagoon.
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    Action JH
KB reported that a local farmer had had chickens killed by loose dogs. As this 
was not on YWT land it was a matter for the farmer to seek advice from NYCC in 
relation to his rights.

b) Dogs fouling. 

There had been no progress on this item.
                                                                                                                  Action JH

c) Churchyard

It was felt that the sign asking people not to climb the wall into the churchyard 
had resulted in some success but this would be better measured over time. YWT 
agreed to make this notice and that further down the lane indicating that the lane 
was not an exit more substantial and permanent.

      Action JH

d) Footpath access at church end of village

The process of making the “walked line” into a public right of way by NYCC had 
stalled because they had failed to erect appropriate notices indicating the change 
to the public. The respective landowners had agreed to the change but the matter 
now rests with NYCC. JH agreed to contact NYCC to ask what was the next step.

     Action JH

e) Orientation maps

Orientation maps and interpretation boards will be erected soon at appropriate 
points around the reserve.

6 YWT progress report

JH reported on progress against previously disclosed plans.

YWT now have better control of the water flow and water levels in the lagoons.
Most of the large funding provisions have been utilised and the previously 
disclosed plans are complete.



Interpretation boards and displays for the new hide are being created and will be 
installed in due course. This will make the hide more interesting for visitors.

The Hay Meadow will be reseeded in the autumn

7. Chairman’s report on feedback and issues raised by the parish.
 

There was a view that the Minskip Road sign into the reserve was set too far 
back and was often not seen by motorists. JH agreed to check on the reason for 
mounting them where they were,
      Action JH

DG had been asked whether a finger post could be erected indicating the way 
into the reserve by the pub. It was felt that this would be better reviewed when the 
current footpath issues had been resolved by NYCC.

DG had been asked whether signs could be erected showing the way to the 
reserve car parks. It was thought that it may be appropriate to erect a sign by the 
village green and LM agreed to raise this with the Parish Council.

         Action LM
JH agreed to provide a copy of the Code of Conduct for volunteers following a 
request from a villager

Some people were still riding bicycles around the reserve. Anyone seeing this 
should ask the person to desist.

8. SNR – future plans

Plans for “re-wetting” the East Field were tabled before submission for planning 
permission. The aim is to create a wetland mosaic adjacent to the existing lake in 
order to encourage wetland plant communities and their associated bird, insect 
and mammal species.
The area is within the existing nature reserve, and can be viewed by the public 
from the bird hides and path on the opposite side of the lake. There is no public 
access to this part of the reserve.  
The plan will involve removing the top soil from an area of grassland  
Within this area, two ponds will be dug out to a maximum depth of 1.5m. Any 
earth removed from the area would be ploughed into a higher area of land, of 
0.51ha in size.
Large machinery, including a digger and dumper, would be used for the purpose 
of removing the top soil, digging ponds and moving excess soil to the area into 
which it would be ploughed.  

There was discussion about the impact of machinery going to and from the site. 
Machinery would enter the site at the start of the work and leave at the end so 



that disruption would be minimised. It was expected the work would take around 
two weeks.

The plan will go to the Parish Council once submitted to Harrogate Council. The 
Liaison Group supported the proposal.

9. Future events in the area

JH expressed a wish to encourage local schoolchildren through a wild flower seed 
collection, sowing and re-planting project. KB offered to discuss this with a villager 
(Bernadette Lobo) who may be interested in supporting JH.

      Action KB

10. Communication with the parish.

See 7 above for communication signs.

11. A.O.B.

None

12. Date of next meeting

The next meeting will be held at the Village Hall on Tuesday 29th Oct 2013 at 
7.00pm.


