
Minutes of the 10th Staveley Nature Reserve Liaison Group meeting at the new 
(Church) hide on July 29th 2014

1. Group members present

Dorothy Griffin (chairman)
Ken Barker
Jenny Hayward   (YWT)
Bill Kirkpatrick
Lynne Manby (Parish Council)
Margaret Stringer
John Thornton (No apologies)

2. Observers
One village resident present.
Should any resident wish to contact the Liaison Group please email: 
Snr-lg@staveley-yorks.org.uk

3. Minutes of the last meeting on April 22nd 2014     
The minutes were accepted.

4. There were no additional registrations of conflict of interest.

5. Matters arising from previous meeting.
a) Footpath through Manor Farm

Two attractive and functional new gates have been installed by Mr Lloyd 
Davies at each end of the path. We noted that the path is not as yet well 
sign-posted.

b) Reserve signs on village green.
JH has measured the PC noticeboard and is referring the design to an in-
house YWT designer for the approval of the PC. The PC have agreed up to
£150 to pay for an approved sign. 
JH noted that while she was measuring she was met by some hostility 
expressed by a Staveley resident. 

c) Wildflower Project  
DG has red campion and oxeye daisy seedlings and will sow some bladder
campion too. KB has cowslips. All these to be planted in theSpring.
Today green hay from DG’s meadow has been spread on an area near the 
church.

d) Orchard hedge cutting
There are different management plans for parts of the hedge. The hedge 
opposite KB will be cut in the winter – probably February.

6. YWT progress report
Work continues well.
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Hay has been made and taken from the new meadow by a local farmer this week. 
Examination of the growing plants shows that germination of virtually every 
species sown last autumn is widespread over the area.
Thistle and balsam control continues.
This has been a particularly good year for bee orchids.
Flood defences along the Tutt have been installed to limit leakage into Mill Pond 
where there is an algal bloom at times, possibly caused by enriched river water. 
An impermeable membrane has been inserted into the bank and sandbags used to 
build up the bank. (This work has been undertaken by YWT as the IDB do not act 
where there is no threat to property)
Drop-gate has been built into the sluice at the far end of the West Lagoon to 
control the outflow into Tanner Beck and to contain any back-flow from the beck 
(pollution control).

7. Chairman’s report
Nothing to report.

8. YWT –future plans
General maintenance – hedge and grass cutting (where there is no grazing), rush 
topping.
JH is applying for money to fund a feasibility study into the possibility of varying 
the course of the Tutt to include more meanders etc. Its present straight course has
been artificially created in the past. The Tutt is currently the worst river in the Ure
catchment for environmental targets.

9. Events in the area
None noted

10. Communication with the parish
There is to be a Family Fun Day on August 20th from 10.00am to 1.00 pm. 
Charges are £3 per member child over 2 and £5 for non-members. It will start 
from the main car park and there will be a variety of interesting activities for 
children and their families. Tea and other refreshments will be on sale in the 
Village Hall. BK will include advertising in the Knaresborough Post column and 
other sites for advertising were discussed (eg. Morrisons, Village Green, 
crossroads at Farnham).

11. A.O.B.
Use of car park
On Practical Workdays (with volunteers) the reserve carpark is used to keep the 
main car park free for visitors. These are every 2 or 3 weeks. YWT walks and 
other workshops may in the future be started from the reserve carpark.
KB expressed considerable concern at the overflowing of the main carpark on 
some busy Sundays. People have parked on the verge, limiting visibility. There 
was an extended discussion of this as parking in the village too can cause 
problems. It is possible to park in the Village Hall grounds. JH confirmed that 



YWT had abided by planning consent stipulations and were not able or required 
to monitor parking. KB suggested a sign be put up to say the car park was 
designed for 14 cars only but this could exacerbate the problem if people then 
began to park on the road instead. JH explained that YWT were not responsible 
for people parking on the verges. Photographing when the problem occurred was 
suggested

 KB to discuss with the Police.  LM to ask PC to consider this problem – double yellow
lines, extension of traffic calming measures etc?

BK brought a complaint from a villager about a volunteer’s attitude when asking 
a villager to put her dog on the lead. Again there was an extended discussion. It 
seems some villagers find the volunteers disrespectful and too authoritarian in 
their approach. JH explained that the problem was 2-way – villagers could also be
disrespectful and rude (she herself had experienced this directly) and she asked 
for more understanding on both sides. She speaks with the volunteers on a regular
basis and is confident that they do not approach visitors unless rules are being 
broken (e.g. all dogs must be kept on a lead (see extensive explanation of rules in 
the minutes (SNR-LG) of April 23rd 2013. and signs in Reserve)).  JH offered to 
meet villagers in an open meeting if this was felt to be helpful. JH also re-
affirmed that villagers could talk directly with her by phoning the office (01904 
659570) – she would ring back - or emailing her on info@ywt.org.uk  (for Jenny 
Hayward’s attention.) 

12. Date of next meeting
The next meeting will be held at Staveley and Copgrove Village Hall on October 
14th at 7.00pm.
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