
Minutes of the 13th Staveley Nature Reserve Liaison 
Group meeting held at Staveley and Copgrove Village 
Hall on April 28th 2015.

1. Group members present

Dorothy Griffin  (Chairman)

Jenny Hayward   (YWT)

Bill Kirkpatrick

Lynne Manby  (Parish Council)

Margaret Stringer

Apologies:  John Thornton, Ken Barker.

2. Observers

Two village residents present

Should any resident wish to contact the Liaison Group 
please contact any of the members or email snr-
lg@staveley-yorks.org.uk 

3.  Minutes of the last meeting on January 27th 2015

In section 5b “for both financial and environmental 
reasons” should be changed to “for financial reasons”

And “people be encouraged to travel by bus/public 
transport” should read, “people be encouraged to travel, 
where possible, by bus/public transport”.

The amended minutes were accepted.

4. Registration of interest in today’s proceedings.

There were no registrations of interest.

5. Matters arising from previous meeting



A) Reserve sign on village green

JH showed the group the amended sign and LM said 
this had been agreed by the PC. JH will now have this 
made in laminated form and BK will attach it to the 
notice board.               Action: JH and BK

B) Finger Posts

JH reported that NYCC has no objection to YWT 
attaching signs to finger posts as long as they don’t 
get in the way of pedestrians etc. Signs to be 
attached to sign on Minskip road and possibly near 
the pub.                                                                        
Action: JH

C) Car parking

JH has spoken with the community policewoman. 
Villagers are encouraged to report any untoward 
behaviour to the Police.

There have been no sightings of littering or untoward 
behaviour  in the carpark recently.

D) Overflow car parking

The PC is to be asked to consider asking the school 
about using their carpark at the weekends.                 
Action: LM

There is a possibility of using the Village Hall carpark 
but care needs to be taken if there is an overlap with 
events there. BK will discuss with Village Hall 
committee.                                Action: BK

6. Relationship between Village and YWT

Dave Child, Deputy Chairman of the PC, addressed the 
meeting.

His visit is the result of a recent PC meeting where it was 
agreed that DC would contact JH to discuss concerns 
which were felt to be outstanding. He and JH had spoken 



on the phone and this was an extension of their 
conversation.

DC  - asked what encouragement there was for visitors to 
come to the reserve by different means, thus reducing the
pressure on the carpark.  An ensuing discussion came up 
with many positive ideas such as installing bike stands for 
bikers, a hard link to bus time-tables  and suggestions for 
walks from neighbouring villages (and pubs) added to the 
website.                                                                                
Action: JH

DC also reported that the PC is prepared to fund part of 
the costs of surfacing the footpath across Manor Farm land
and beside the pub and wondered if the YWT would also 
consider contributing. JH felt YWT would be unlikely to 
have the money but would be very glad to help with any 
volunteer work needed. She has been in touch with NYCC 
over the surfacing of the new footpath through their land, 
the North’s field and the link back to the track (to provide 
a full circular route for wheelchair users too) and 
recommended that we wait until this has been clarified by 
them. However it was felt that the Manor Farm path 
needed surfacing before the wet weather returns in the 
autumn. It seems the PC is looking into this currently. JH 
gave a rough estimate of £15-£20 per square metre for 
surfacing.

DC also commented that issues occurring with volunteers 
etc. in the Reserve have not arisen recently. It was 
reported that a group of mothers from Harrogate choose 
to come to the Staveley Reserve as their children are not 
frightened and intimidated there by dogs off the lead.

7.  YWT progress report

JH said that the planting of DG’s young plants in the 
orchard by school children from Staveley School had gone 
very well and she had received an e-mail of thanks from 
the school.

Middlemarch Environmental have completed their survey 
and recommendations. They are wide-ranging with the 
aim of increasing habitats for many species. The weirs on 



the Tutt pose particular problems for fish migration up and
down the river and ideas for by-passing these are being 
considered. JH is seeking further funding for a fluvial audit 
– including looking at water quality and sedimentation 
levels when the river is in spate and at lower water times. 
She is in touch with the local drainage board to work 
together on accommodating their needs in any plans. The 
whole river system – from the Nidd Hall area to the Ure is 
under scrutiny.

General maintenance continues as planned. 2 wildlife 
walks were held in January and February which were fully 
booked. There was a family event held in April.

8. Chairman’s report

Despite emails to “The Link” giving details of the next 
meeting and an invitation to the public to attend – this has
not been published in the April issue. It is hoped that this 
information will be in the next issue.

9. YWT future plans

JH is making bids for funding to implement Middlemarch 
recommendations.

YWT is considering building a new open-fronted covered 
seat to be placed near the site of the originally proposed 
2nd hide.

Forthcoming events – May 6th - Dawn Chorus walk

                                        July 6th – Dragons and Damselfly 
walk

                                        July 11th – Family event around 
barn owls

10. Future events in the area.

May 10th – VE Day celebrations

June 6th – Strawberry Tea



June 28th – Staveley Stampede

July 12th – Garden Party

July 10th – 12th – Ripon Triathlon.

11. Communications with the parish

Future meetings and invitation to all to come to them to 
be put in the Knaresborough Post.                                       
Action: BK

There is a Staveley page on the YWT website for event 
information and booking.

There will be an evening walk with JH (Nature Reserve 
Manager) for all villagers and nearby people on July 14th, 
from 6.30 to 7.30 pm, starting and finishing at the new 
hide. The access gate next to the church will be open for 
this Special Event. There will be information about this on 
the website and on notices around the village.                   
Action: JH

12. Date of next meeting

The next meeting will be held at the new hide on July 14th 
2015 at 7.30pm.


