
Minutes of the 16th Staveley Nature Reserve Liaison 
Group meeting held at Staveley and Copgrove Village 
Hall on March 22nd 2016.

1. Group members present

Dorothy Griffin  (Chairman)

Kate Yates   (YWT)

Bill Kirkpatrick

John Thornton

Ken Barker

Nick Stringer (Parish Council)

Margaret Stringer

Apologies: Lynne Manby

2. Observers

One village resident was present.

Should any resident wish to contact the Liaison Group 
please contact any of the members or email snr-
lg@staveley-yorks.org.uk 

3.  Minutes of the last meeting on November 24th 2015

These were accepted as an accurate record of the last 
meeting.

4. Registration of interest in today’s proceedings.

DG, JT, MS and KY registered their interest as members of 
YWT.

5. Matters arising from previous meeting



a) overflow car parking.

BK reported back on behalf of the Village Hall 
Committee who, though they would like to be helpful,
were concerned about a number of issues including 
setting precedents and the use of the car park when 
village hall events might be on, and had decided 
against offering the car park as overflow space for 
the YWT. There is a continuing problem at certain 
times and pictures have been taken of cars parked on
the verge outside the carpark.

The school is unable to offer help here.

NS suggested that if the problem persisted the YWT 
might consider applying for planning permission to 
extend the car park. KB said he would oppose this in 
the light of the dangerous nature of the road exit. He 
felt others at that end of the village would agree with
him. However the discussion moved to reviving the 
possibility of a footpath being built from the village to
the car park which might address some safety issues.
NS said he would discuss this possibility at the next 
PC meeting.                               Action: NS

JT noted that there were safety issues at the Church 
end of the village too should the “disabled car park” 
be used more (vehicles exiting the village are often 
accelerating round the bend and the problem is 
exacerbated by parked cars on the bend for church 
services and the stall).  Should this be considered 
though, KB and BK would be willing to volunteer to 
man the gate at certain times and to encourage more
people to volunteer.  

NS felt the pub should be approached about offering 
overflow car parking. KY will contact the pub to 
discuss.                   Action: KY

b) annual walk

It was agreed the KY would  offer a walk round the 
Reserve to all villagers in September. There would be 
a maximum number of 30. 



                                                                                    
Action: MS and KY                                                        

                                                                                   

c) fungus foray

DG had forwarded details of a possible “leader” to JH.
KY and DG will liaise further.                                        
Action: DG and KY

d) boggy paths

This was discussed at length as parts of the path at 
the west end of the Reserve have been under water 
for some months. The successful surfacing of the 
path through Manor Farm was noted, the PC having 
agreed to and having now contributed £1000 to this. 
KY will consider with the Trust the possibility of 
improving the path on their land – possibly it will 
need board walking, as might the other parts of the 
path if the land cannot be drained adequately. NS will
encourage the PC and the YWT to work together on 
this.                                                        Action: KY 
and NS

A suggestion that a sign be put up in the car park 
warning people of the state of the path was 
considered.

6.  YWT progress report

The usual maintenance work has been undertaken 
including cutting and raking, winter work in the orchard, 
changing grazing areas, removing scrub and some 
shoreline trees to improve visibility from the Church Hide, 
rescuing stranded stock on Boxing Day, minor repairs to 
the carpark surface, installation of more birdboxes etc.

In line with the River Tutt Project a backwater has been 
created  along with further scrapes and shallow ponds.

7. Chairman’s report



DG reported on the successful hedge laying course held at
her home, led by YWT and involving their volunteers.

8. YWT future plans

Unfortunately much of the work suggested in the recent 
survey will not be undertaken at present as it is 
prohibitively expensive. However some soft engineering 
projects will go ahead such as re-profiling  the steep banks
of the river which give increased flow capacity to the river 
and increase habitats, willow spiling at points on the bank 
where it needs strengthening to prevent erosion and the 
creation of a further backwater. YWT continues to work 
closely with the IDB on these projects. 

9. Future events in the area.

The Staveley Stampede will be held on June 26th and will 
use the paths through the Reserve. BK will email KY about 
this.                         Action: BK

June 11th – Strawberry Tea

July  – Garden Party

July  – Ripon Triathlon.

10. Wildflowers

a) seeds

Wildflower seeds have been received from HBC. KY will 
use them as appropriate.

b) plants

DG has again grown some wildflower seedlings ready for 
planting this spring. KY will contact the school to discuss 
involving the children again. 

                                                                                             
Action: KY

11. Communications with the parish



Our new Parish Clerk is Kathryn Haw.

12.  A.O.B.

NS said that the new Parish Council committee will be 
elected on May 5th and there will be a Parish Meeting on 
May 10th. He thanked the SNR-LG on behalf of the Parish 
Council for their work and said that he will recommend 
that the Group continues.

13. Date of next meeting

The next meeting will be held at the Church Hide on July 
12th 2016 at 7.00pm (providing the new PC authorises the 
continuation of the Group).


