
Minutes of the 17th Staveley Nature Reserve Liaison Group 
meeting held at the Church Hide, Staveley Nature Reserve on July
12th 2016.

1. Group members present

Dorothy Griffin  (Chairman)

Laura Watson   (YWT - replacing Kate Yates as Living Landscape 
Officer      for reserves in the Harrogate area)

John Thornton

Ken Barker

Kevin Atkinson (Parish Council)

Margaret Stringer

Apologies: Bill Kirkpatrick

2. Observers

One village resident was present.

Should any resident wish to contact the Liaison Group please 
contact any of the members.

3.  Minutes of the last meeting on March 22nd 2016

These were accepted as an accurate record of the last meeting.

4. Registration of interest in today’s proceedings.

DG, JT, MS and LW registered their interest as members of YWT.

5. Matters arising from previous meeting

a) footpath to parking on Minskip Road from village.

KA reported that this had not been fully discussed by the PC 
yet but he would consider with them asking the Simmons’ 
about the possible use of their land for a footpath.                   
It was suggested that a notice be put at the side of the 
Simmons’ house to direct walkers from the village round the 
back way through the wood to the carpark as a safer route.   
Action: KA                                     



b) pub for overflow parking

It was confirmed that Daniel at the pub was willing for the pub
carpark to be used for overflow car parking. LW will contact 
him and arrange for a notice to this effect be displayed in the 
Reserve carpark.                                                                        
Action: LW                                                                                  

                                                                                

c) annual walk

This has been set for Wednesday September 7th  at 6.00pm 
starting at the Church Hide and led by LW. It will be open to 
any villager and must be booked with the YWT. MS will 
organise advertising in The Link, village noticeboard and 
Church Hide. 

                            Action: MS      

d) fungus foray

DG had given the details of Michael Greaves – a fungus 
specialist to Tove Hubbard. This had been discussed with him 
but the cost of  hiring the Village Hall for a full day was 
prohibitive. KB felt a more accessible fee could be negotiated 
as villagers and probably for just a half day programme. LW 
will discuss this with Tove and check dates of availability on 
village website.              Action: LW

e)        boggy paths

Again there was an extensive discussion of this problem. 
David Child is looking into the possibility of getting a grant for 
boardwalking this area on behalf of the PC but it was also 
agreed that further investigation into the causes of the 
flooding should be made first. The extent of the flooding here 
has increased although the causeway has not flooded for 
several years. LW will approach the IDB to discuss this.  A 
notice will be displayed in the carpark when the circular route 
is difficult.                                     Action: LW

f)  wildflower planting.

DG reported that her seedlings had been planted with the help
of  children from the school and they had requested that this 
be repeated next year.                                                               

6.  YWT progress report



Summer maintenance work continues – weed control, balsam 
pulling etc.

Transects in the hay meadow have again been analysed and a good 
count of 25-30 species per square metre identified with fewer weeds

7. Chairman’s report

DG requested that the PC representative might be the same person 
each time and KA is likely to do this.

A villager has commented on the number of bikers using the reserve
paths and the use of bird call “apps” confusing the birds. LW said 
these things were difficult to “police” but signage will be looked at 
again.

Bike racks are to be installed in the carpark by the end of the year.   

8. Parish Council Report

Covered in other sections 

9. YWT future plans for SNR

Staffing: both LW and Kate Yates are expecting a baby in the autumn
and Jenny Hayward has resigned from YWT so we will have a new 
representative from the end of October.

There has been a conditional offer from BIFFA for £50,000 for Phase 
2 of the Tutt restoration work which will cover more scrapes and re-
profiling of the banks. The willow spiling planned to hopefully 
stabilise the banks which were breached last year will be done in the
autumn and will take a little time for the willows to establish. 
Landowners up and downstream of the reserve are involved in the 
plans too. The plans covering the meandering of the river are still 
too expensive and controversial.

10.     Future village events

None reported

11. Communications with the parish

KA requested a copy of the plans for the PC.                              
Action: LW

Notice of the Reserve walk to go in The Link                              
Action: MS



12.  A.O.B.

LW asked if there were any activities or study days the village would
like - grass and wildflower identification courses were requested. It 
was suggested that feedback forms could be placed in the Church 
Hide and more advertising done on the village and village hall notice
boards and in the school.                                                                     
Action: LW

KA asked about tree planting plans. There aren’t any proposed at 
the moment.

The Group email address has been hacked probably  - DG to discuss 
with Paul Smith.                                                                                   
Action: DG

MS will request BK puts minutes on the village notice board.   
Action: MS

13. Date of next meeting

The next meeting will be held at Staveley and Copgrove Village Hall 
on November 8th at 7.00pm.


