
Minutes of the 19th Staveley Nature Reserve Liaison Group meeting held in Staveley and Copgrove 
Village Hall on March 14th 2017.

1. Group members present

Dorothy Griffin (Chairman) Ken Barker

Kevin Atkinson (Parish Council) John Thornton

James Searle  (YWT) Margaret Stringer

Apologies: Bill Kirkpatrick

2. Observers

One village resident was present.

3. Minutes of the last meeting on November 8th 2016

These were accepted as an accurate record of the last meeting.

4. Registration of interest in today’s proceedings.

DG, JT and MS registered their interest as members of YWT.

5. Matters arising from previous meeting.

(a) Footpaths signage.                                                                                                                              
DG reported that BK has received advice from NYCC Public Rights of Way advisor that they 
would have no objection to the proposed signs being attached to the appropriate public 
footpath signs provided that they cause no hazard to the public nor obscure visibility.         
The signs would be placed on the Public Footpath sign next to 1 Spellow Cres and on the 
telegraph pole with the waymarker next to the pub. Possible wording was “Access to Nature 
Reserve”.                                                                                                                          Action: JS

(b) Overflow parking notice.                                                                                                                   
It was felt that the sign should be more prominent and easily seen by drivers entering the 
carpark – perhaps on the righthand gate or on a possible “No Parking” sign on the verge 
where parking has been a problem. JS will investigate and consider this.             Action: JS

(c) Boggy paths.                                                                                                                                        
JS is in the process of investigating the water levels in the Reserve and noted that there 
seem to be beds of clay preventing straightforward drainage to the lagoons and onward. It 
was noted that this has been a much drier winter than last and persistent boggy paths have 
been  less of a problem.  It was noted that heavy rain could cause a rapid rise in the water 
levels in the lagoons and this occurrence was not under the control of YWT. There has been 
an early delivery of path gravel and this is to go down on the path beyond the hides on the 
East Lagoon and on the permissive path near the knoll.     

(d) Group email address hacking.                                                                                                          
No more problems have been reported.       

(e) Minutes on notice board.                                                                                                                   
These have been minimised in size to fit the available space.   



(f) Crafts event.                                                                                                                                        
DG reported that she had not had confirmation from Maria Espejo-Lucena regarding future 
craft events. JS will enquire of Maria.                                                                                 Action: JS  

(g) Allerton Park Fund.                                                                                                                             
JS confirmed that the bike racks have now been installed in the carpark. Green transport 
issues are quite high priority in YWT’s thinking but practicalities often frustrate the ideals – 
e.g. lack of buses on Sundays to Staveley.    There were thoughts about how realistic it was 
to expect people to park a distance from the Reserve and then cycle or walk. We have not 
heard from David Child on his latest thinking.

(h) Flood prevention.                                                                                                                              
JS confirmed that the willow spiling along the Tutt is now in place and will be monitored.  
Also a second backwater has been installed – connected to the first. These take water and 
energy from the river and help in times of flood. There is no overflow from these into the 
Reserve.       

6. YWT progress report

The usual winter jobs have been completed – hedge cutting, scrub removal, rotation of stock
and pond clearance.                                                                                                                             
YWT has received a request from Barry Mortimer to clear some willows which may be 
contributing to problems of sewers and surface water drainage on his land. YWT are happy 
to cut back these willows. KA explained this is long- lasting problem relating to the sewerage 
system in the village. Yorkshire Water are well aware of the problem but a long-term 
solution has yet to be found.

7. Chairman’s report

No comments for this meeting.

8. Parish Council report

Discussion on water levels and sewage flooding as before.   

9. YWT future plans for SNR

Plans to sow a wildbird seed crop are in hand.                                                                              
YWT is hoping to hold some workshops for different audiences (residents, volunteers and 
visitors) to explore ideas for using Allerton Park funding.                                                                
JS is exploring possibilities for other courses including flower and grass identification.  

                                                                                                                                            Action: JS

10. Wildflower seeds

DG gave a bag of seeds from Harrogate BC to JS for distribution on the Reserve.   

11. Wildflower planting

DG has again grown seedlings for planting by school children in April (Tuesday mornings). 

                                                                                                                                    Action: DG and JS   



12. Annual Walk

The annual walk for Staveley residents this year will be before the next Group meeting on 
July 11th. It will start at 6.00pm at the Church Hide. The gates by the church will need to be 
opened by 5.45pm. JS will provide a poster for this and DG will forward this to The Link by 
June 10th.                                  

                                                                                                                                       Action: DG and JS

13. Future events in the area.

June 25th – Staveley Stampede. (11.00am start).                                                                           
July 1st – Ripon Triathlon                                                                                                                           
July 9th    - Village garden Party and Strawberry tea?                                      

14. Communication with the parish.

See 12.

15. AOB

MS said that there was a lack of people for the butterfly count this year and YWT are looking
for volunteers. She will put a notice on the village notice board. Anyone interested can get in
touch with her or with the YWT co-ordinator -  matthew.snelling@ywt.org.uk.                      

                                                                                                                                                Action: MS   

16. Date of next meeting

The next meeting will be held in the Church Hide at 7.00pm on July 11 th.                                      

mailto:matthew.snelling@ywt.org.uk

