
Minutes of the 23rd Staveley Nature Reserve Liaison Group meeting held in Church Hide, 

Staveley Nature Reserve on July 24th 2018 

1. Group members present 

Dorothy Griffin (Chairman)   Ken Barker 

Neil Horton (Parish Council)  John Thornton 

Laura Harman (Watson) (YWT)  Margaret Stringer 

Apologies were received from:  

Pam Cotham 

Bill Kirkpatrick has resigned from the Liaison Group. Pam Cotham has been recruited. NH 

has taken over as the PC representative. 

2. Observers 

Two village residents were present as observers. 

3. Minutes of the last meeting of 13.3.18. 

These (ref: email from Michael North) were accepted. 

4. Registration of interest in today’s proceedings. 

LH, DG, JT, NH and MS registered their interest as members of YWT. 

5. Matters arising from previous meeting. 

(a) Workshops and courses 

LH reported that Sam Haward and Janet Anderson have arranged a very successful ongoing 

set of courses and events at the Reserve (to date 17 in all, 149 attendees). 

There has been some confusion as to where Church Hide is and LH has now arranged for the 

receptionist booking the courses to send maps out of the starting points.  

(b) Dog notices. 

LH is hoping for further discussion with Ben re “painting piles of poo” as a deterrent. 

Generally LH is reviewing the notices in the Reserve. 
Action: LH 

(c) Overflow car parking 

DG has received a reply from the Village Hall Committee which has decided not to allow the 

Hall car park to be used as an overflow for the Reserve. 

The main problem with cars seems to occur on Sundays after 11.00 am and when courses 

are arranged on “Volunteers days” (Tuesdays). In principle YWT are keen to extend 

the present carpark. LH has been investigating the possibilities including funding via 

a “donations box”.  She is drawing up a business plan for the consideration of the 



YWT funding committee. (The Allerton Park fund is no longer a possibility). There are 

options to extend west into the lane (owned by YWT) and/ or north into the area 

next to the orchard. 

Later in the meeting KB requested the YWT consider putting a small layby on each side of 

the entrance gate to allow pedestrians to get off the road if there was busy traffic. 

Action: LH 

(d) Staveley residents’ walk 

11 people had attended the excellent walk through the Meadow and along the Tutt – areas 

which are not usually open to the public. It was agreed it was sensible to arrange this 

on a different night from the Group meeting. 

(e) Wildflower planting with school 

Again this had been a successful event with the school. 120 plug plants grown by DG had 

been planted in the orchard under LH’s supervision. A total of 480 plants have now 

gone in. This was followed up with a plant identification lesson and balsam- pulling 

with the school, led by JA. 

(f) Flooding 

LH reported that the willow spiling defence on the Tutt had now been replaced by a 

substantial, heavy duty wooden and brashwood structure, strongly secured to the 

bank.  

LH confirmed that there are no plans to lower the winter water levels in the lagoons - these 

had been set in the Management Plan agreed with Natural England initially. Concern 

continues as to whether or not there is a link with flooding in surrounding areas – it 

was noted that the Norths installed a drain from their land to the West Lagoon in the 

spring and the water drained from their field then. The state of the footpath in 

periods of heavy rain remains concerning and this will continue to be monitored over 

the winter. This Group will revisit this at the March meeting. 

6. YWT progress report 

The new ramp to Church Hide has been installed and only requires some finishing 

packing. 

The new container for the Volunteers’ tools and equipment has been moved to its 

final place.  

A series of successful events have been held (see attached list). 

7. Chairman’s report 

DG reported that BK has put up the bird silhouettes on the glass screens of the bus stop. 

Hopefully these will warn passing birds of the danger. 



A man has been seen with an air-rifle on the Reserve early one morning. No further reports. 

LH requested that information such as this be passed to her. 

8. Parish Council report 

Nothing to report. 

9. YWT future plans for SNR 

LH is working on ideas for a car park extension and will keep the group informed of 

progress. An extension will need planning permission. The hay meadow is half cut 

and will be completed this week. The previously “members only” hide has been 

opened to all visitors and is to be spruced up. 

Using the remains of the Allerton Park grant and donations from the open day at Moor End 

Farm, the volunteers will be preparing 6 units of land in the orchard for wildflower 

seeding, using different mixes in different areas. The areas either side of the path 

have already been done. 

10. Parking for events 

It was requested that events should not be arranged on Tuesdays,  where possible 

(volunteers’ day). The spare fencing left over from the placement of the container 

could be used to extend the parking area near Church Hide and this could be used 

for courses parking, especially when a course begins there.                      Action LH and 

NH 

  

11. Future events in the area. 

None noted. 

12. Communication with the parish. 

It was noted that the PC now has email contact with c 105 residents and they could receive 

minutes of the Liaison Group meetings in this way. 
Action DG, MS, NH 

 

 

15. AOB 

Although cycling is not generally a problem, it has happened. The signs are now rather 

obscured – LH is working on new larger, more comprehensive reserve signs. 

Ideas for Village/Reserve events were discussed – e.g. an Apple Event – identifying, pressing 

etc., a treasure hunt, etc. To be discussed further.  

  



16. Date of next meeting 

The next meeting will be held at the Staveley and Copgrove Village Hall on 30th 
October 2018 at 7.00pm. 

 

 


