
NOTES OF   MEETING - YORKSHIRE WILDLIFE TRUST AND STAVELEY  
WORKING GROUP

Held On Thursday 23rd June at 7.30pm

Yorkshire Wildlife Trust (YWT):  
Present: Carl Watts

Jenny Hayward
Staveley Working Group (SWG):

Present: David Childs (Chair)
Bernard Atkinson 
Ken Barker 
Robin Copnall
Pam Coatham
Sue Dibb
Ian Wallace.
Sue Meeke
Julie Smith

1. Minutes of the meeting of 1st June were agreed. 

2. The e-mail received from John Thornton dated 16 June 2011 was acknowledged and the points 
raised were noted. 

3. YWT advised the meeting that the planning application detailed 50 days on which organised 
activities may be convened.  Under statutory regulations the planning process included 28 days 
as a standard item.  YWT also confirmed that days on which they organised working groups on 
site is included within the total number of days detailed. Parking for working groups would be 
provided via the Church Lane access point.

4. YWT confirmed that if a permissive right of way was allowed at Church Lane then a personnel 
gate would be provided and need not be the subject of a planning application. The provision of 
a gate was favourably accepted by the group.  (YWT have since confirmed that this could be 
provided if the majority of villagers were in favour.) Comments made regarding parking on the 
road were noted however, it was noted that the public right of way nearby did not appear to 
attract parking at that point.

5. YWT stated that parking could be made available for non YWT events by arrangement.

6. YWT had earlier submitted a draft Planning Statement and this had been circulated to group 
members.  The following items were discussed and agreed in principle
Para 2.1 As a Community Asset – YWT agreed that a café would not be provided of the site.
Para 2.3 Current Land Management – In order for the group to keep in touch with current and 
future development of the site,  YWT suggested that members of the liaison group join the 
YWT Supporters Group.  Contact between YWT and the Liaison Group would be maintained 
whilst the immediate and major development work is in progress.
Para 3.2 Change “centre” to “area”- agreed
Para 3.2.3 HBC Policy Statement EQ2 - The penultimate para refers to a consensus.  The group 
is unable to provide a consensus for the village; the terms of reference for the group include a 
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requirement to help to provide solution to suit the majority of residents of the village.  The 
wording will be changed to reflect this.

7. Para 4.3 Travel Plan Development and Implementation – YWT confirmed that a visitor centre 
will not be provided. 

8. YWT  confirmed  that  the  Minskip  Road  car  park  will  be  a  bunded  area  with  additional 
landscaping trees provided to assist in screening the car park. It was also confirmed that a bus 
turning provision will be included but that there was not an intention for bus parking to be 
provided.  Bus parking would be off site. YWT will specify to drivers that buses are not to park 
in the village.

9. Para  8.4  Main  Issues  Identified  by  the  Liaison  Group  –  Para  to  be  changed  to  delete 
“consensus”. It was suggested that YWT use the phrase “develop better and fairer solutions” or 
other similar wording.

10 It was agreed that 3 circular walks rather than 2 would be provided by the proposals.

11. Confirmed that Hide 2 would be reduced in size and be  constructed of timber that would be 
allowed to weather down and that any glass provided would be non reflective.

12. The visitor numbers quoted in the statement were queried.  YWT advised that they were drawn 
from similar YWT reserves and RSPB reserves.

13. Any references to extending the Minskip Road car park are to be withdrawn.

14. YWT  was requested to use single strand barbed wire on stock fences rather than 2 strands. 
YWT acknowledged the request and would advise their decision at a later date.

15. YWT  was requested  to  provide  further  details  of  scrape dimensions.  YWT confirmed that 
funding would be partially provided by the HL stewardship scheme.

16. YWT confirmed  that  a  hand  gate  at  the  second  gate position  on  Church  Lane  would  be 
provided.

17. Residents comments were noted regarding the visibility of the overflow parking area on Church 
Lane. YWT agreed to re-examine the position of this and the possibility of additional screening 
after a site inspection.

18 The circulation of information to residents was discussed. It was agreed that the Chair would 
prepare  a  summary of points  discussed and this  would be circulated  to  the Parish Council 
together with minutes of meetings.  These would also be posted on the village notice board. 
YWT would circulate a revised copy of their planning Statement. It was noted that the Parish 
Council had previously agreed to support the decisions arrived at by the Liaison Group.
YWT are in the process of preparing a document that they will circulate to all households in the 
village. 

19. It was acknowledged that there may still be residents who may be dissatisfied with the outcome 
of discussions/agreements relating to the proposed future planning application. It was agreed 
that any further comments objecting to or supporting the application should be made via the 
formal planning process.
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20. YWT was thanked for their efforts in improving communications with the Group.

21. Date of next meeting – to be agreed.
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