
Minutes of the Meeting of Staveley & Copgrove Parish Council
 Held on Thursday 19th June  2008 at 7.30pm in the Village Hall

Present: Councilors:  N. Stringer (Chair), M. North, R. Tesseyman, P.Smith, 
P.Edwards, I Griffin 
Borough Councilor A Alton
Clerk J.Quinn and .10 members of the public

1.   Apologies

County Councilor John Watson

2.   To Receive Declarations of Interest

None

3.   To Confirm Minutes of Meeting held on 15th May 2008

Confirmed

Matters arising:  Richard Tesseyman and Nick Stringer visited Hymas to 
introduce themselves, to open up communication.  This seems to have been well 
received.

4. To discuss Village Post Office

Ella Wood has now had a letter responding to her resignation.  Ella has checked 
the web site as the letter suggests (www. Postoffice.org.co.uk/branch)  Anybody 
interested in running a village post office has to have an on line facility.  The 
hours available are 10 per week, to Ella’s knowledge no one has applied.
The Parish Council had this meeting earlier than normal to make sure that every 
possible opportunity to continue a Post office had been explored.  The 31st July 
will be the final date for applying.  
Clr. Paul Smith raised the point that the ‘status’ of the village might be affected by 
not having a post office. Clr. A. Alton felt this would not be the case since a 
village needed 3 facilities to remain in the category that Staveley and Copgrove 
have at present, these include a school, public house, and village hall.  This 
needs confirming – Jill Quinn to contact Dave Sykes at Harrogate Council.
  

5. To discuss HGV vehicles through the villages and other highways issues

The situation with Hymas is on going and Clr. Nick Stringer asked that specific 
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examples be communicated to the Parish Council.  Robin Copnell gave one such 
example:  Hymas are currently running 2 rigid fixed bed tippers with panel lids. 
Early in the morning these panels cause a lot of noise.  This specific example 
can now be taken to Stewart Hymas.

Regarding 20 MPH speed signs at the school, in an e mail Ken Major (Highways) 
has said that he is waiting for input from the police regarding the suitability of this 
plan.  It has been agreed to write to Ken Major and since Brian Wood has done 
most of the previous work around the speed survey, with the blessing of the 
Parish Council he has agreed to pursue this.

6.  To discuss Wind Turbines

A point was raised by Paul Smith regarding the last meeting which he was 
unable to attend:  Items such as Wind Turbines that would have an affect on all 
villagers should, where possible involve a village consultation as the Parish 
Councilors were only representative.  This was agreed as good practice.

Further to this however it was brought to the attention of the Council on the very 
day of the meeting that the original plan for Wind Turbines had been cancelled.

7. Dog waste bins

There are no dog waste bins in the village at present.  A particular problem area 
has been identified at the garden around the notice board.  Previously HBC have 
said they would be happy to provide them but were not resourced to empty them. 
A suggestion has been made that the normal bins be labeled to encourage 
people to use them for the disposal of dog waste.  In addition the Council will ask 
again at HBC – Jill Quinn will write.

8. To discuss Highways

Covered in previous item

9. Ure Walks Through Time

Clr. Paul Smith attended a meeting held in Boroughbridge and showed the 
leaflets to people present.  The leaflet shows 6 walks around the Ure in ‘phase 1’. 
In phase 2 there is a walk that takes in Staveley.  Paul Smith has agreed to do 
the walk and report back to the Parish Council next time.  Paul will also attend 
the next meeting of the Ure Walks.  There is some funding attached to the 
project, for things such as signage but if there is a balance needed it could be 
that the Parish Council will be asked to provide this.  Clr. Nick Stringer asked the 
Parish Council for their opinions, feelings were mixed and it was felt that it was 
worth finding out more.
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10.  Interval for public discussion

Clr. Nick Stringer said he would like to encourage members of the public 
attending the meeting to take part in the meetings.  He also asked if people were 
happy to give their names which they agreed to.
Phone Box
David Dawson raised the issue of the phone box:  B.T. are getting rid of village 
phone boxes and David was concerned that the Staveley box might be removed. 
The box has often been in need of cleaning, when this was reported before 
Christmas it was cleaned within 2 hours of his call.  It is now filthy again and 
although it has been reported no one has attended.
Bernard Atkinson confirmed that if B.T. were going to remove the phone box they 
would have to consult with the Parish Council first and since Staveley is a 
conservation area the village would keep a red box.
It was agreed that everyone should be aware of the state of the box and also 
observe and report any miss use of the box, as has been the case.
Bernard Atkinson suggested that the ‘Safer Neighbourhood Scheme’ might be of 
assistance.  Clr. Richard Tesseyman will ask if they can attend a Parish meeting. 
He was able to give the Council the contact names and it was suggested that 
these be made available on the notice board:  Sue Brookes, Nikki Smith and 
Mick Ramshaw.
Drains
There are often smells from drains and raw sewerage has been know to come 
back onto driveways.  The bend at Tanner Beck Cottage has to be regularly un 
blocked.  Clr. Anthony Alton suggests that the Parish Council direct this to 
Environmental Health – Clr. Nick Stringer will write, having collected examples 
from residents.
It was noted that the drainage should be considered in any planning and this was 
raised with the planning office since it seems that they do not consult with the 
water board in each instance.
Sign at Pinfold
It was raised by Julie Smith that the sign needed renewing – Paul Smith will 
follow this through.
‘The Link’ magazine
Clr. Nick Stringer suggested that the Parish Council details should be put into the 
magazine.
Web Site
Clr. Paul Smith is going to develop the detail and information about the P.C. 
including photographs and write ups on each councilor.  In addition he will post 
the Agendas and Minutes of meetings with the action points decided and will 
design a place for people to give feed back, opinions etc .  Currently there are 
approximately 200 accesses to the web site per month.

Robin Copnell suggested that the Parish Council issues a ‘Mission Statement’ 
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and also said that the villagers needed to be informed of the work that the Parish 
Council does.
River Tutt 
Clr. Mike North raised the point that the River Tutt broke its banks last June and 
it eroded tree roots, causing them to fall.  Mike did contact the Dept. of the 
Environment but they informed him that the responsibility falls on the land 
owners. Clr. Richard Tesseyman is on the Claro Drainage Board and has offered 
to check this and report back to Mike.

11.To Consider Planning Applications
6.70.128.FUL 08/01463/FUL – Detached hay store and shelter Main street 
Staveley grid ref. 436433 462903
The Council had no objections

12.To consider Planning Decisions
6.70.38.D.LB – Listed building consent for replacement windows – Tanner Beck 
House, Main Street, Staveley
Building consent given subject to conditions

13.To receive invoices

a) Harrogate Borough Council  - grass cutting - £403.97
b) Parish Clerk remuneration - £183.32

14.   To confirm date of next meeting

August 28th 2008

Chairman Date
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