
Staveley & Copgrove Parish Council Meeting 14th July 2011

STAVELEY AND COPGROVE PARISH COUNCIL

Clerk: Mr B Atkinson
Danesmead, Main Street, Staveley HG5 9LY

Staveley and Copgrove Parish Council Meeting Held on
Thursday 14th July 2011

MINUTES

Present:

Chairman: Parish Councillor Nick Stringer
Vice Chairman: Parish Councillor Paul Smith
Parish Councillor Peter Edwards
Parish Councillor Ian Griffin
Parish Councillor Michael North
Parish Councillor Richard Tesseyman
Harrogate Borough Councillor Anthony Alton
Members of the public

Apologies
Parish Clerk: Bernard Atkinson

 1. To receive declarations of interest

 a) No declarations of interest were declared except those that had been declared 
previously with respect to the Staveley Nature Reserve.

 2. To confirm minutes of the meeting held on 19th May 2011

 2.1. The minutes were accepted and signed by the chairman.

 3. To discuss items brought forward from the previous meeting

 3.1. Staveley Nature Reserve

 a) The chairman had previously circulated the Staveley Liaison Group ([SLG] formed 
at a previous meeting to consult on behalf of the parish with Yorkshire Wildlife Trust 
[YWT]) Executive Summary and the revised documentation provided by YWT to 
support their planning application.

 b) The chairman indicated that YWT's document was thorough and of good quality.

 c) Parish Councillor Michael North requested clarification from Carl Watts regarding 
the nature of the non-reflecting glass proposed for the hide in the revised.  Carl Watts 
confirmed that the glass was non-reflecting on the outside.

 d) Carl Watts confirmed that the planning application had been submitted but that it was 
not yet available from HBC's planning web site.

 e) David Child, chairman of the Staveley Liaison Group, indicated that the group had 
met four times with all but the first involving YWT.  He then read the prepared 
executive summary that had been agreed by the liaison group.  This is reproduced in 
appendix 1 to the minutes and is available from Staveley's web site 
(http://www.staveley-yorks.org.uk).

 f) The chairman asked David Child if there had been real consultation with YWT and 
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he confirmed that there had been.  The SLG indicated that the consultation with 
YWT had been fully satisfactory and that YWT had responded to queries raised and 
changes requested by the SLG and had changed their supporting documentation.

 g) The chairman indicated that the planning issues raised by HBC at the last planning 
rejection had been fully resolved within YWT's document

 h) Parish Councillor North noted that the new dam on the western lakes was at the 
height of the banks, and asked YWT if a sluice was incorporated to prevent flooding 
of the public footpaths between the lakes. Carl Watts confirmed that a sluice was 
included.

 i) .The Chairman asked YWT if the plan submitted to Harrogate Borough Council was 
the document agreed with the Staveley Liaison Group.  Carl Watts confirmed that it 
was.

 j) After public discussion, it was agreed that the YWT document should be made 
available to parish residents and also be made available on the Staveley web site [this 
has subsequently been done].

 k) Harrogate Borough Councillor Anthony Alton indicated that he was willing to help if 
the Parish Council needed assistance.

 l) It was agreed that the Parish Council should consult with residents of the parish in 
order to for their response to the planning application from YWT to be representative 
of the parish.

 3.2. Spellow Crescent

 a) The vice-chairman stated that he had tentative agreement with HBC for the transfer 
of the green area of Spellow Crescent to the Parish Council.

 b) He indicated that he had met with some Spellow Crescent residents who had now 
had formed a sub-committee to identify, ideally, what residents would like as an 
ideal outcome.

 c) The vice-chairman is meeting with HBC at 10:00 on 19th July and the Spellow 
Crescent sub-committee will provide details of questions to be raised with HBC.

 d) The vice-chairman will report back after the meeting with HBC.

 e) Parish Councillor North suggested an alternative approach to the Parish council 
taking ownership of the green areas.  Previously it had been stated that the residents 
had ideally wanted these areas to be added to their property deeds.  To minimise 
legal costs an alternative approach would be for residents to form a consortium and 
for the consortium to take ownership of the green areas, each household could then 
have a share of the consortium assets.  This would allow the consortium to convert 
the green area to car parking and enable each household to sell their share of 
consortium assets with their property deeds.

 3.3. Bus Shelter

 a) The chairman read a letter of support for the bus shelter from a senior resident.

 b) The vice-chairman stated that he had taken opinions of a representative sample of 51 
households of the village.  100% of respondents were in favour of the provision of a 
bus shelter.  The main issues raised by the survey were:
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 The bus shelter should be in keeping with the village.

 Residents would like a say in the design chosen.

 Some residents would prefer the bus shelter to be located next to the BT 
telephone box.

 c) The chairman indicated that there were no grants available.  The vice-chairman 
proposed that the bus shelter be provided from Parish Council funds and the precept 
raised to cover the cost.  This was supported by Parish Councillor Michael North but 
was not put to a vote.

 d) Member of the public David Dawson presented a petition in support of the bus 
shelter from 21 bus users within Staveley.

 e) It was agreed that a Bus Shelter Provision sub-committee be formed with the 
objective of funding and supplying the Staveley Bus Shelter for the benefit of 
residents and to consult with residents on design and positioning.  The sub-
committee will comprise: Parish Council Chair Nick Stringer (chair of sub-
committee), Parish Councillor Michael North and two parish residents David 
Rowley and David Dawson.

 f) It was agreed that the bus company be approached with regard to potential funding.

 3.4. School Safety Barrier

 a) The chairman read out a letter from NYCC that had been circulated to Parish 
Councillors previously.  The letter indicated the reasons that NYCC could not fund 
the school barrier.  The chairman indicated his and the Parish Councils displeasure at 
the decision that had also been referred to the NYCC Councillor.

 b) Because the school barrier is a safety issue it will be funded by the Parish Council 
and this was agreed.

 c) The content of NYCC's letter will be raised at the HBC Parish Council consultation 
meeting of 6th October 2011.

 d) The Chairman agreed to immediately authorise NYCC Highways to commence the 
work [post meeting note: this was done on Friday July 15th].

 3.5. Inland Revenue – PAYE & NI Registration

 a) The Parish Council Clerk has received confirmation from HMRC stating that, if the 
Parish Council pays a person directly for services or expenses that the Parish Council 
must register for PAYE & NI.

 b) The Parish Council Clerk proposed that a petty-cash system be put in place but this 
was not discussed as the Parish Council needs to pay for the regular checking of the 
recreation field.

 c) The chairman will clarify with the Parish Council Clerk what are the next steps.

 3.6. Village Green at the Royal Oak – Ownership of the Track

 a) Clarification received from the Parish Council Clerk regarding the Royal Oak village 
green and responsibilities from an inspection of Parish Council Records:

 The Parish Council has de facto ownership of the village green.
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 With this ownership comes responsibility for maintaining that part of the track 
which fronts onto the green, which appears to be at least half the width of it.

 Previous correspondence indicated a willingness of NYCC to adopt the track 
providing that the Parish Council made good the track.

 b) Parish Councillor Richard Tesseyman agreed to provide material to temporarily 
repair the pot-hole in the road.

 c) The chairman agreed to obtain a quotation for making good the road.

 d) Sharing costs for the repair will be discussed with residents adjoining the road.

 e) The chairman offered to visit NYCC HQ at Northallerton in a final effort to see 
whether ownership of the track can be established.

 3.7. Condition of Trees at the Royal Oak Village Green

 a) The vice-chairman has consulted with HBC regarding the trees at the village green 
and they confirmed that planning consent will be required for any work on the trees 
to make them sound.

 b) The vice-chairman is in possession of the forms needed to request planning consent 
and it was agreed that a submission will be made to take necessary action to ensure 
that the trees are safe.

 3.8. Main Village Green QEII Anniversary Rose Garden

 a) Member of the public Ken Barker has offered to create a commemorative rose 
garden on the main village green.

 b) There is not sufficient support within the village for its provision.

 c) The vice-chairman suggested that the rose garden be positioned outside the senior 
citizens' bungalows and he agreed to solicit views on whether this would be 
supported by residents.

 4. Planning Applications and Decisions

 4.1. Haven Cottage – Approved

 4.2. Little Acres – Enforcement Notice upheld.

 4.3. Little Acres – Planning Appeal – successful.

 4.4. 23 Pinfold Green – Dead wooding & crown topping TPO 04/1999 – submitted.

 5. To receive invoices and credits

 5.1. AMT Training course (vice-chairman) £15, paid

 5.2. HBC Grass cutting £182.09, paid.

 5.3. Aon PC Insurance £666.15, paid.

 5.4. Village Hall Room Hire £74, paid.

 5.5. Village Hall Grant, £500, paid
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6. Advance notice of temporary road closures

6.1 The triathlon race recently closed the road through Staveley, one way, on 9th July 2011.

 5.6. Unfortunately, this was the same day as the Church's annual garden party, a major 
fund raiser for the church.  Member of the public Em Lloyd-Davies indicated that 
takings were 10% down for the year despite the good weather.

 5.7. The chairman confirmed that the Parish Council was not informed of the closure in 
advance.

 5.8. The chairman indicated that the road had been closed for safety reasons and that he 
had been in correspondence with the triathlon organisers at the request of the Parochial 
Church Council.

 5.9. The chairman stated that he would request that in future NYCC consult with Parish 
Councils before NYCC announce any temporary road closures. This request will be 
made at the Parish Council consultation meeting on 6th October.

 5.10. Member of the public Em Lloyd-Davies requested that the Parish Council attempted 
to recover the Church's shortfall in funds from the Ripon Triathlon organisers, and also 
to check the position with other Parish Councils on the route such as Burton Leonard. 
The Chairman offered to do this once the outcome of the current discussions between the 
Church and the Ripon Triathlon organisers was known.

 6. Benches

 6.1. One of the benches on the Royal Oak green is unsafe and requires replacement or 
major repair.

 6.2. The vice-chairman suggested that, as the chair is not a memorial chair, sponsorship 
be sought for the repair or replacement.  Parish Councillor Michael North indicated that 
he did not think this a good idea but it was not put to a vote.

 6.3. It was agreed that a quotation be obtained for the bench replacement or repair and 
this would be considered again by the Parish Council

 6.4. Parish Councillor North reminded the Council that there is an additional bench 
located near to the Copgrove junction, that this had little use and could be used as a 
replacement if the bench at the Royal Oak Green requires extensive repairs.

 7. Open Session

 7.1. Member of the public George Clark requested advice on using the Staveley web site 
and the vice-chairman agreed to discuss this with George outside of the meeting.

 7.2. A member of the public requested clarification on the proposal to provide affordable 
homes in Staveley.  The chairman indicated that proposal was part of the HBC's 
previously published local development plan, but that plan was now under review by 
HBC, and neither the outcome or its timing were known.  Therefore any queries should 
be referred to HBC for the moment.

 8. Next Meeting

 8.1. The next Parish Council meeting will be held in Staveley and Copgrove Village Hall 
at 7.30pm on 8th September 2011.
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Appendix 1 – Staveley Liaison Group – Executive Summary

Staveley Liaison Group (SLG) was established at a Meeting of the village called by Staveley and 
Copgrove Parish Council (PC) to establish contact with Yorkshire Wildlife Trust (YWT) and to act 
as a conduit for views of Staveley villagers regarding the enlargement of the existing Staveley 
Nature Reserve. This followed the rejection of the first Planning Application by Harrogate District 
Council after there had been several objections by Staveley villagers to that application.

The group consists of 7 villagers, who were nominated at the meeting and represent a cross section 
of views of the village. Subsequently there has been one resignation from the SLG. The secretary of 
the PC is also in attendance at the meetings.

The group has currently met 4 times; the first meeting was the group alone where objectives and 
outstanding issues were established.

The subsequent three meetings were joint meetings between SLG and representatives of YWT 
where the issues that had been established have been discussed.

In addition there has been email correspondence between SLG and YWT and emails to the SLG 
from interested villagers. All emails have been responded to and the views expressed put to YWT.

The notes of the meetings have been posted on Staveley Village Notice Board on the village green.

Prior to the third joint meeting YWT sent their draft “Staveley Nature Reserve Planning Statement” 
(SNRPS) which is to be part of their resubmission to Harrogate District Council for Planning 
Permission for the enlarged Nature Reserve.

At the third meeting the submission was discussed in detail and comments made by SLG regarding 
the draft SNRPS that it is understood will be reflected in the final version.

After the proposed submission of the SNPS and the subsequent decision by Harrogate District 
Council it has been suggested that there is continuing established dialogue between YWT and the 
people of Staveley regarding any issues that may arise.

It has been agreed by SLG that this Executive Summary, together with the amended SNPS, which 
should be read in conjunction with the already issued minutes, be submitted to the PC for issue as it 
feels appropriate.

Staveley Liaison Group

June 2011
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