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STAVELEY AND COPGROVE PARISH COUNCIL

Clerk: Mr B Atkinson
Danesmead, Main Street, Staveley HG5 9LY

Staveley and Copgrove Parish Council Meeting Held on
Thursday 8 Sept 2011

MINUTES

Present:

Chairman: Parish Councillor Nick Stringer
Vice Chairman: Parish Councillor Paul Smith
Parish Councillor Peter Edwards
Parish Councillor Ian Griffin
Parish Councillor Michael North
Harrogate Borough Councillor Anthony Alton
Members of the public

Apologies
Parish Councillor Richard Tesseyman

 1. To receive declarations of interest

No declarations of interest were declared except those that had been declared previously 
with respect to the Staveley Nature Reserve.

 2. To confirm minutes of the meeting held on 14 July 20

The minutes were accepted and signed by the chairman. It was noted that the minutes posted 
on the notice board were incomplete and the affected minutes are repeated as an addendum. 
Those items concerned relate to Spellow Crescent and Benches.

 3. To discuss items brought forward from the previous meeting

 3.1. Staveley Nature Reserve

 a) The Chairman stated  that  following the  result  of  the  village  poll  relating  to  YWT’s 
planning  application,  the  PC had confirmed  support  of  the  application  to  Harrogate 
Borough Council.  The results of the poll were: in favour of the application 117, against 
the application 31, neither in favour nor against 12.

 b) Manor farm public right of way diversion. Following a discussion on the merits of the 
diversion  and  the  terms  of  reference  of  the  Liaison  Group  it  was  agreed  that  the 
diversion should be an agenda item for a PC meeting once a formal planning application 
has been made.

 3.2. Spellow Crescent

 a) The vice-chairman stated that he had tentative agreement with HBC for the transfer of 
the  green  area  of  Spellow  Crescent  to  the  Parish  Council.   HBC  councillor  Alton 
recommended that the PC obtain a formal quotation from HBC for legal costs relating to 
the transfer.

 b) Parish Councillor Smith gave a brief history of the access problems and stated that HBC 
would be reluctant for land to be transferred to a consortium made up or residents.
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 c) The pros and cons of the scheme were briefly discussed and it was confirmed that costs 
were for the project would be obtained Cllrs Smith and to include utility services.

 d) Following receipt of costs, Cllr Smith is to discuss with residents and to report back to 
the  PC  before  any  decisions  are  made  regarding  the  PC  making  any  financial 
commitments.

3.3 Bus Shelter

a) The chairman stated that he had written to Alfred Hymas Ltd to seek possible funding 
towards the cost of a shelter be approached with regard to potential funding.

b) It was confirmed that impressions would be prepared by a resident to show various types 
of the bus shelter. The positioning of the shelter to be discussed and agreed at a later meeting 

3.4 School Safety Barrier

It was confirmed that an order had been placed with NYCC and they had confirmed 
completion by 8 Oct 2011

3.5 Inland Revenue – PAYE & NI Registration.

    The chairman will clarify with the Parish Council Clerk what are the next steps.

3.6 Village Green at the Royal Oak – Ownership of the Track

a) Confirmed that the part of the access road included in the village green registration 
application was deemed by the Parliamentary Commissioner to be owned by the PC.

  b) The Parish Clerked to obtain a quotation for making good the road.

3.7 Condition of Trees at the Royal Oak Village Green

It was confirmed that a planning application had been made to HBC to enable work to be 
carried out.

3.8 Main Village Green QEII Anniversary Rose Garden

Member  of  the  public  advised  the  meeting  that  a  survey  had  been  carried  out  of  all 
propertied facing onto the green.  None had raised any objections to the proposal bur the PC 
agreed that the final position would be decided at a future meeting Ken Barker has offered to 
create a commemorative rose garden and was requested to order the trees for this season’s 
delivery.

3.9 Benches

It was confirmed that a verbal quotation had been received for repairs to the bench near to 
the fish ponds. Value £90.

 4. Planning Applications and Decisions

 4.1. Haven Cottage – Planning application to fell one laburnum and 2 no conifers..

 5. To receive invoices and credits

 5.1. HBC Grass cutting £182.09, paid.

 5.2. A Legge grass cutting £302, paid.
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 6. Local Development Framework

It was confirmed that correspondence had been received and it was decided that discussions 
would be deferred until the next meeting 

 7. NYCC Waste Management Strategy

The PC reaffirmed opposition to the Allerton Park Scheme and the Chairman is to confirm 
this to NYWAG

 8. HBC/NYCC consultation meeting

The  Chairmen  detailed  questions  to  be  put  to  the  meeting.   These  are  detailed  in 
Appendix 1

9. Open Session

a) A member of the public suggested resiting the salt bin outside the school to a position in 
the car park adjacent to the bungalows.  The Clerk to obtain details of ownership.

b) It was confirmed that the apple tree on the Minskip Road green which is badly diseased 
would be removed.

10 Next Meetings

The next Parish Council meetings will be held in Staveley and Copgrove Village Hall at 
7.30pm on 11 Oct and 10 Nov 2011.

Addendum

Spellow Crescent

 a) Parish Councillor North suggested an alternative approach to the Parish council taking 
ownership of the green areas.  Previously it had been stated that the residents had ideally 
wanted these areas to be added to their  property deeds.   To minimise legal costs  an 
alternative approach would be for residents to form a consortium and for the consortium 
to take ownership of the green areas, each household could then have a share of the 
consortium assets.  This would allow the consortium to convert the green area to car 
parking and enable each household to sell their share of consortium assets with their 
property deeds.

Benches

Parish Councillor North reminded the Council that there is an additional bench located near 
to the Copgrove junction, that this had little use and could be used as a replacement if the 
bench at the Royal Oak Green requires extensive repairs. 
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Appendix 1

Questions to be raised at the HBC/NYCC Meeting on October 6th

 
1.  Why do dealings with the NYCC Highways Department have to be so tortuous? Is there a delib-
erate delay built in to the process to discourage enquiries? It is impossible to contact anybody by 
telephone, and it takes up to 4 weeks to get any response to any e-mail enquiry (standard response 
reads :Should your communication require a response, our target for a full response is within 20  
working days from the date your correspondence was received.  If further investigation is required,  
you will be notified in due course.)
A recent example is the Parish Council’s order for a new safety barrier outside the school, for which 
the timetable so far is:-

Friday July 9th Send e-mail asking NYCC to go ahead with the job
Tuesday August 2nd Response received from NYCC with questions
Tuesday August 2nd Questions answered and reply sent back to NYCC
Monday August 8th Response received from NYCC saying work should be completed within 2 

months

Nothing further has been heard since then

2.  Please could NYCC explain why a funding application for a school safety rail was turned down 
because it was considered to relate to the County Council's normal expenditure, yet the same applic-
ation had already been turned down on the grounds that there were no funds?

3. Advance notification of temporary road closures. Please could NYCC Highways not only advert-
ise  in local newspapers any proposed temporary road closures,  but  also notify any local  Parish 
Councils affected? In addition, could Parish Councils be consulted on the safety aspects of any 
such closures, e.g. for a cycling event to ensure that there are sufficient marshals?  
 
4. We have a 20mph scheme in our village which isn't working and the police seem unable to en-
force the limits.  May we put up our own flashing 20/30 mph sign?
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