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Staveley and Copgrove Parish Meeting 
Held on 10 May 2012

Minutes

Present:

Chairman, Parish Councillor N Stringer 
 Parish Councillor D Child Smith 
Parish Councillor P Edwards
Parish Councillor R Tesseyman
Parish Councillor L Manby
Parish Councillor E Lloyd -Davies
HBC Councillor A Alton
Clerk, B Atkinson
20 Members of the public

1. Councillor Stringer presented the following summary to the meeting:

Review

One of the first things tackled by the new Parish Council in 2008 was the scheme for a 20 
mph speed limit outside the school. This had been initiated by the previous PC, but stalled by 
the NYCC Highways Department. Persistence eventually paid off and the scheme was finally 
installed in 2009. Although a school safety barrier was meant to be included, NYCC refused 
funding, so the PC decided to pay for it from reserves. Unfortunately, once the funding issue 
was resolved, NYCC delayed installation, this time until late 2011 because of their internal 
issues.

Once the  20mph scheme had been implemented,  it  became clear  that  many drivers  were 
ignoring it, so the PC decided to get a Vehicle Activated Speed sign installed. Unfortunately 
this  project  has  not  received  any help  from NYCC,  so  it  remains  an  item of  unfinished 
business for the new Council to pursue.

It was in 2009 that the PC was asked to consider taking over responsibility for the Recreation 
Field. A key issue was the need for regular playground inspections, and arrangements have 
been put in place for this, and they work successfully. A substantial saving in insurance has 
been achieved by combining the Recreation Field’s with that of the PC.

In a village like Staveley, which now lacks a village shop, it is vitally important to village life  
that the centres of community life, such as the village hall, the church, the school and the pub 
all flourish. In early 2009 the Royal Oak came under threat when the owner put it up for sale, 
and there was the worry that it could be converted to a private residence, as has happened at 
other  pubs  in  nearby  villages.  The  PC  decided  to  vigorously  oppose  any  such  planning 
application, but the owner eventually withdrew it from the market and found new tenants.
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The PC has strongly supported the pub tenants Cheryl and Daniel,  and in particular  their  
planning application for a shop in one of their outbuildings, which is a project still to come to 
fruition. One particularly nice benefit from the new tenants was their willingness to allow part 
of the field at the back of the pub to be used as allotments, for which there is a high demand in 
the village which cannot be met by the few allotments on Arkendale Road.  The PC is in the 
final  stages  of  transferring  these  to  PC ownership  from HBC,  thus  bringing  them under 
village control for the first time.

In the past, a worry for the PC has been the maintenance cost of the access road outside the  
Royal Oak. Although it is now established that the PC is responsible for at least 50% of the 
cost, because of the PC’s ownership of the adjacent village green, it was decided to maintain 
this road on a ‘mend and repair’ basis. It was confirmed that this did not infringe the terms 
and conditions of the PC’s insurance policy, so this meant that expensive re-tarmacing was 
avoided, and removing a major potential financial liability. This was an important factor in 
allowing the PC to hold the village precept at the 2008 rate throughout its 4 year tenure.

.  When the Village Plan was written back in 2005/6, a key aspiration was the provision of a 
bus shelter. Although this is an item which NYCC would normally be expected to fund, they 
were unable to help. However, thanks to a large donation from Abacus, the local employer 
based at Copgrove, the PC managed to find the funding to do this, and early in 2012 the new 
bus shelter was finally opened on the village green, to unanimous approval from bus users.

Also  in  2012,  thanks  to  an  initiative  by  Ken Barker,  a  rose  garden has  been  planted  to 
commemorate  the  Queen’s  Diamond Jubilee.  It  was  originally  hoped to have  this  on the 
Village  Green,  but  objections  were  raised.  Eventually  the  site  that  met  with  unanimous 
approval,  although  not  necessarily  everyone’s  first  choice,  was  next  to  the  Pinfold  on 
Arkendale Road.

Perhaps the biggest challenge in its tenure that the PC had to face came about as a result of 
Cemex’s  decision  to  sell  its  old  gravel  working  site  to  the  west  of  the  village,  because 
inevitably this was going to lead to change.  Most of the land was acquired by Yorkshire 
Wildlife Trust, who planned to expand their existing Nature Reserve, but village opinion was 
sharply  divided on their  initial  planning application.  Following its  rejection  by Harrogate 
Borough Council planning committee, the PC set up a Liaison Group to consult with the Trust 
on  their  revised  application.  This  allowed  detailed  discussion  on  the  many  concerns  of 
villagers, and in particular the fear of a large potential increase in visitor numbers, which the 
Trust  showed  was  not  going  to  be  the  case.  In  due  course  the  revised  application  was 
completed,  and  then  widely  circulated  throughout  the  village,  prior  to  its  submission  to 
Harrogate Borough Council. The PC then conducted a survey of village opinion, distributed 
to every person on the electoral register in Staveley. More than 50% of villagers responded, 
with a majority of 4 to 1 in favour of the Trust’s new proposals, so with this endorsement the 
PC supported the new application  at  the  planning committee  meeting,  and it  was  passed 
unanimously.

As regards the challenges facing the PC in the future, the issue of the grass verges in Spellow 
Crescent remains unresolved. Although HBC is willing to transfer them to PC ownership for a 
nominal sum plus legal fees, there seems little point in doing thus unless the residents of 
Spellow Crescent are willing to take responsibility for the verges themselves, and convert 
them into parking instead of leaving them as churned up mud.
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There is still too much heavy goods traffic through the village. Whilst Hymas traffic from 
Burton Leonard has probably reduced, traffic to and from the Copgrove Industrial Estate has 
almost certainly increased, and for this reason the PC has opposed any further expansion at 
Copgrove. The probability of extra traffic through the village is also one of the reasons why 
the PC has joined with other local PC’s in opposition to the Allerton Park waste incinerator 
project.  Interestingly HBC’s  planning committee voted unanimously to oppose it,  so this 
issue may well occupy much time for the next PC.

Thanks were expressed to the previous members of the Parish Councill.

The report was accepted and there were no futher comments raised.

The meeting was closed.
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