
Staveley and Copgrove Parish Council

Clerk: Mr B Atkinson
Danesmead, Main Street, Staveley, HG5 9JY

Staveley and Copgrove Parish Council Meeting 
Held on 12 September 2013

Minutes

Present:

Chairman, Councillor N Stringer
Vice Chairman, Councillor D Child
Parish Councillor L Manby
Parish Councillor K Atkinson
Parish Councillor P Edwards
Clerk, B Atkinson

Anthony Alton, Harrogate Borough Council

6 Members of the public
2 Representatives from Yorkshire Water

1. To Receive Apologies

Apologies were received from Cllr Tesseyman.

2. To Receive Declarations of Interest 

Cllr Edwards declared an interest in the planning enforcement issue at Abacus, since he owns 
neighbouring property (see item below).

3. To Confirm Minutes of the Meeting of 7 July 2013

The minutes of the meeting were accepted as a record

4. Raw sewage contamination of properties at Moor End

Due to the overflow from the main sewer from Arkendale and Ferrensby, raw sewage has 
contaminated the gardens and ponds of properties at Moor End. It was reported that Yorkshire 
Water, who are responsible for the sewer, had failed to clean up the mess to the residents’  
satisfaction. Additionally it is thought highly likely that the fundamental problem was caused 
by the sewer being too small to cope with the volume of sewage, and that there would be a re-
occurrence unless Yorkshire Water replaced the sewer with a larger diameter pipe.

Despite promises that Mr. Ben Timson of Yorkshire Water would report back to the village 
by Friday September 20th, the PC were authorised:-

(a) to  spend up to  £1,000 on seeking independent  engineering  advice  on whether  the 
sewer was fit for purpose

(b) to spend up to £1,000 on seeking advice as to what legal action could be taken against 
Yorkshire Water
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Additionally  liaison  would  continue  with  both  the  Environment  Agency  and  the 
Environmental Health Department of Harrogate Borough  Council.

5. Items Brought Forward From the Last Meeting

5.1 Staveley Nature Reserve

It was agreed that Yorkshire Wildlife Trust (YWT)’s proposal for signage about the control of 
dogs on the Reserve should be accepted.
It was agreed by a majority vote of 3 to 2 that YWT’s request for a sign on the village green,  
indicating the location of the Nature Reserve, should be accepted, subject to prior approval of 
the design by the PC. 

5.2 Village Greens

A response to the PC’s application to register the village green is still awaited from NYCC.

5.3 Highways

Remedial work notified earlier to NYCC about various highway issues around the village is 
still outstanding. The Vice-Chairman will follow up with NYCC Highways.

5.4 Recreation Field

The proposal to improve access to the Field for maintenance purposes was accepted.

5.5 HGV Traffic

There are continuing concerns about excess HGV traffic through the village. The Chairman 
undertook to obtain details of the LorryWatch scheme, which local residents Peter Walker and 
John Golding are willing to become involved with.

6. Council Tax/HBC Consultation

It was agreed that the PC would support HBC in their decision to decline the Council Tax 
Freeze Grant and proceed with proposed Council Tax increase of 2% for 2014/2015.

7. Planning Enforcement

The planning infringement at Abacus, Copgrove, is currently being investigated by HBC, and 
the PC is awaiting the outcome of this investigation. 

8. Change of Age Restriction for Allocation of Council Properties 

It was agreed that the PC opposed HBC’s proposal to remove the age restrictions that are 
applied to tenants of council properties in Staveley, and the Chairman was authorised to write 
to HBC Housing to this effect.

9. Date of Next Meeting

The next meeting of the PC will be held on Thursday 14 November 2013 at Staveley and 
Copgrove Village Hall.  
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