
Staveley and Copgrove Parish Council

Clerk: Mr B Atkinson
Danesmead, Main Street, Staveley, HG5 9JY

Staveley and Copgrove Annual Parish Meeting and Annual General Meeting 
Held on 8th May 2014

Minutes

Present:

Chairman, Councillor Nick Stringer
Parish Councillor Lynne Manby
Parish Councillor Kevin Atkinson
Parish Councillor Peter Edwards
Parish Councillor Richard Tesseyman
Clerk, B Atkinson

NYCC Councillor Robert Windass

5 Members of the public

1. To elect a Chairman

Nick Stringer was proposed by Peter Edwards and seconded by Richard Tesseyman. Passed
unanimously

2. To elect a Vice Chairman

David Child was proposed by Kevin Atkinson and seconded by Lynne Manby.

3.  To receive apologies for absence

Apologies were received from Cllr Child and HBC Cllr A Alton

4. To receive declarations of interest 

None declared.

5. To confirm minutes of the Meetings held on 9th May 2013 and 20th March  2014

The minutes of the meeting were accepted as a record. 

6. Financial Report

Income for the year ended April 1st 2014 was £5,830, expenditure £4,223 (figures subject to
audit), and the current bank balance is £16,520. The accounts are subject to audit
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7. Items Brought Forward From the Last Meeting

7.1 Staveley Nature Reserve 

Access  through  Manor  Farm.  The  further  correspondence  received  from the  owner  of
Manor Farm was discussed. It was accepted that there is a desire by villagers who use this
path to have the style removed, but it was recommended that it should be replaced with a gate.
At the March PC meeting it had been decided not to raise this matter with NYCC until after a
decision on the line of the path through Manor Farm was resolved, (and as far as is known it
is still unresolved), but in addition at this meeting it was decided to have further consultations
with the owner of Manor Farm, particularly on the idea of replacing the stile with a gate, prior
to any communication with NYCC. 

Liaison Group. It was agreed that Staveley Nature Reserve liaison group meetings where
there is no YWT representative should only go ahead at the discretion of the Chairman of the
group. 

Problems in Minskip Road Car Park. There is currently no gate on the car park and the
Chairman agreed to check the original planning application. (Post meeting note : it states that
if a pattern of misuse develops, the car park will be locked at night. Therefore this issue has
been referred to YWT via the SNR liaison group). It was also agreed to veto any idea of vans
being allowed in to sell drinks, snacks, etc.

7.2 Highways

A response has been received from NYCC Highways on the various works around the village,
still outstanding:-

1. Temporary Give Way sign at the Copgrove Triangle. This sign will be completed in
the next few weeks.

2. Footpath clearance and overhanging bushes at Copgrove Triangle. NYCC state 
that the farmer needs to make good the damaged fence before any work can be 
completed to the footpath. (This is a bit rich since the damage to the fence was caused 
by NYCC themselves).

3. Overhanging tree by working farm. NYCC are happy for the PC to commission the 
necessary work. 

4. Cleaning of signs at entrance to village. These will be cleaned by the Highways 
Officer when next in the area.

5. Derestriction signs on exit to village largely sun bleached out. At the last inspection
they did not meet NYCC criteria for replacement but this is reviewed every 3 months.

6. Gully in Minskip Road cleaned out but now reblocked. This now requires to be 
root cut before it receives a further clean.

7. Drainage issues by village green. Location to be confirmed as Park View, not Park 
Road.

It was also reported that the PC’s request for 20 mph reminder flashing signs outside the
school has been noted, and will be considered in future years, but not the current one. Also,
we are not allowed to attach ‘Lorrywatch’ signs to the 30mph signs.

Concerning  the  speeding  problems  within  the  20mph  zone,  the  PC  will  submit  a  speed
complaint referral form to York & North Yorkshire Road Safety Partnership. 

7.3 Minskip Road Parking
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A complaint has been made by a resident of Park View to the Governors of Staveley School of
antisocial parking by parents when dropping off and collecting their children from the school.
Large vehicles parked on either side of driveways are preventing drivers seeing approaching
vehicles. It was agreed that the PC would write to Knaresborough Police about this issue.

7.4 Recreation Field

The field has deteriorated to a poor state and it is felt to be in need of a general makeover. It
was agreed that the PC should obtain quotes for the work needed. It was also agreed that a
new noticeboard should be procured.

8. Changes to HBC Tenancy Conditions

Despite writing to Keith Watts of HBC last September to object to the proposed change to age
restrictions  covering  Council  properties  in  Staveley, HBC have gone ahead anyway. It  is
believed, however, that the properties were given to the Council on the understanding that
they were for senior citizens only, and this may be reflected in the deeds. Therefore the PC
will request sight of the deeds under the Freedom of Information Act, with which HBC must
comply.

9. Affordable Homes Development

The PC wrote  to  the  Inspector  of  the  HBC Sites  and Policies  Development  Plan  raising
objections, but this letter was rejected on procedural grounds. However, it has emerged that
the  objections  to  site  RL1113(1),  land  between  Minskip  Road  and  Lowfield  Lane  have
already been logged. Despite this it appears that the PC can do nothing further. However, the
development is presently not planned until 2023. Cllr Windass advised the meeting that the
Government  inspector had commented that insufficient housing had been identified in the
LDF and this had resulted in HBC having to reconsider the content of the LDF

10. Grass cutting by NYCC

The NYCC’s decision to cease cutting grass on verges, except on corners, was noted and it
was agreed that any necessary action with the Parish boundary will take by the PC.

11. Dates of next meetings

The next meetings of the PC will be held on Thursday 10th July and Thursday 11th September
2014 at Staveley and Copgrove Village Hall.   
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