
Staveley and Copgrove Parish Council

Clerk: Mr B Atkinson
Danesmead, Main Street, Staveley, HG5 9JY

Minutes of Meeting held on 15th January 2015

Present:

Chairman, Councillor Nick Stringer
Vice Chairman, Councillor David Child
Parish Councillor Peter Edwards
Parish Councillor Richard Tesseyman
Parish Councillor Lynne Manby
Clerk, B Atkinson

HBC Cllr A Alton
NYCC Cllr R Windass

2 Members of the public

1. To receive apologies for absence

Parish Councillor Kevin Atkinson

2. To receive declarations of interest 

None

3. To confirm minutes of the Meeting held on 13th November 2014

The minutes of the meetings were accepted as a true record

4. Items brought forward from the last meeting

4.1 Staveley Nature Reserve 

Village ‘Survey’ being undertaken by owners of Manor Farm.

The ‘Survey’ recently circulated around the village was discussed. Apart  from the several
factual errors in the document, it was noted that it failed to mention that YWT’s position is
that they will not consider a permissive pedestrian gate in the track by the church unless the
occupants of the 5 houses that border the track are in agreement. This has been well known to
the owners of Manor Farm since at least 2011, before planning permission was granted, when
they formally approached YWT asking for the footpath to be diverted from Manor Farm down
the church track, and were refused after YWT sought the views of the 5 households.

It is stated in the document that results of the ‘Survey’ would be presented to the PC, but those
results would not be meaningful for the following reasons:-

1. The invitation to take part in the survey fails to state the other side of the case,
which is that:-
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(a) a new path along the track would be at best 10 metres and at worst only 6 metres
from the windows of some of the 5 households,  compared with the 30 metres
between  the  path  in  Manor  Farm garden and Manor  Farm windows.  It  would
therefore be a much greater invasion of privacy to the 5 households than Manor
Farm.

(b) it is likely that a new entrance would encourage visitors to park their cars either
outside the church or further along the road in the Copgrove direction,  thereby
creating a new and significant traffic hazard.

Because of this and the other missing and incorrect information, those responding
to the ‘Survey’ have not been given the full facts and therefore the opportunity to
form a balanced view.

2. It is unfair to weight equally the opinions of all villagers with the opinions of the 
five households who live in the immediately vicinity of the track. Most villagers 
have nothing to lose if a pedestrian gate to the track is provided. The five 
households risk a significant degradation of their privacy if the track is opened up 
to general pedestrian traffic.

3. The  survey  is  not  secret  because  respondents  have  to  supply  their  name  and
address. Potential ‘no’ voters are therefore automatically disenfranchised if they
don’t want to risk upsetting the owners of Manor Farm.

4. The distribution is one letter per household as opposed to one per villager. 

5. The forms have to be returned to the two people who have a vested interest in the
survey’s outcome.

Even if a valid ‘Survey’ had been undertaken, its results would still be irrelevant, because 
YWT will not open the track to pedestrians unless the owners of the 5 properties adjacent to 
the track agree to it.

It was noted that the state of the footpath on its new route through Manor Farm garden is 
deteriorating. As the PC is uncertain as to whether the route is still in dispute, it is unwilling to
make representation about this issue to NYCC. However it was agreed that the PC is willing 
to make a contribution towards any costs in improving the footpath.

Nature Reserve Notice. A proposed design of the YWT sign on the village green, indicating
the location of the Nature Reserve, was rejected on grounds of size. Alternative proposals will
be put to YWT. Action LM 

Dog walking on the Nature Reserve
 
LM has checked the position regarding dogs on public footpaths and on private property.  LM
to discuss this point with YWT at the next Liaison group Meeting.

Minskip Road Car Park

YWT have been requested to seek planning permission to extend the car park, but this request
has been declined for cost reasons.
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It was suggested that alternative method of reaching the SNR Car Park from the village, by
the public footpath and along YWT’s car park access path, should be better promoted, as that
is a much safer route than walking along the Minskip Road.  LM to discuss at next Liaison
Group Meeting.

4.2 Highways

The status on the various works around the village is as follows:-
1. Derestriction signs on exit to village largely sun bleached out. Outstanding. At the 

last inspection they did not meet NYCC criteria for replacement but this is reviewed 
every 3 months.

2. Gully in Minskip Road cleaned out but now reblocked. Waiting NYCC action.
3. Drainage issues by village green (junction Main Street/Park View). Waiting NYCC 

action.
4. Missing Copgrove sign. Outstanding

Item o/s from last meeting: It was reported that there was an increasing amount of lorry traffic
down Arkendale Road from White Cross, and it was suggested that a sign saying ‘unsuitable
for heavy goods vehicles’ should be placed at White Cross. NS to write to NYCC about this.  

It was noted that there seemed to be an increasing number of Hymas lorries coming down
Arkendale Road, and a general increase on Sunday mornings. NS will arrange a meeting with
Hymas to discuss.

4.3 Recreation Field

Inspections have taken place satisfactorily.

4.4 Changes to HBC Tenancy Conditions

Further  investigation  has  indicated  that  the  properties  were  given  to  the  Council  on  the
understanding that they were primarily intended for Staveley citizens, and written evidence of
this is being sought. This is still being pursued through the solicitor who originally handled
the transfer. KA is pursuing this.

4.5 Flooding and drainage problems

 DC is visiting Yorkshire Water’s headquarters in Bradfor to propose that put in a new sewer.

5. Planning Applications

Abacus – the request to erect a new storage building has been approved.  PE is checking
whether there was planning permission for floodlights at the site, and if not, to contact the
Environment Agency.

7. Liaison with school

The Chairman has met with the head, Emma Miller, for a general discussion on village issues.

8. Date of next meetings

The next meetings of the PC will be held on  Thursday 12th March, and Thursday May 21st

2015 at Staveley and Copgrove Village Hall.   
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