
Minutes of the 25th Staveley Nature Reserve Liaison Group meeting held at the Church 
Hide, Staveley Nature Reserve on March 13th 2019

1. Group members present

Dorothy Griffin (Chairman) Pam Coatham

Neil Horton (Parish Council)  John Thornton

Laura Harman (YWT)  Margaret Stringer

Apologies – none.

2. Observers

One village resident was present as an observer.

3. Minutes of the last meeting of October 30th 2018

These were accepted.

4. Registration of interest in today’s proceedings.

All group members present registered their interest as members of YWT. 

A village resident has commented on the majority of the Liaison Group being YWT 
members. No direct conflict of interest was registered.

5. Matters arising from previous meeting.

(a) footpath to car park.

DG and LH reported that Jennifer Simmons preferred not to have a signpost, 
indicating a safer walkway to the car park, on her side of the road. NYCC has given 
permission for a sign on the opposite side of the road and this has been installed. A 
sign on the gate to the Reserve at the end of the Simmons’ lane had been removed 
the day after it was put up, but a subsequent sign has remained in place.

(b) WREN project

The board meeting today will finally decide on the funding YWT hopes to receive – 
but the signals are “positive”. LH will let the Group know if the funding is agreed.

6. YWT progress report.

LH reported that good progress had been made this winter with volunteers involved 
in scrub clearance, hedge cutting etc. It was noted that there are 3 trees down across
the Tutt following a very windy night. LH continues with project planning.

7. Chairman’s report



The potholes and general state of the track to the disabled car park were noted. Help
from funding bodies for paths and tracks is difficult to obtain so money has to come 
from the main funding. The volunteers are addressing this as they can.

JT is aware of the Sand and Gravel Company’s sign on his wall and removes growth 
from around it regularly.

The daytime scheduling of the Liaison Group meetings has been raised by a village 
resident. If members of the group find this a problem it will be readdressed.

8. Parish Council Report

NH reported on the barbed wire which has been placed on the gate by the church by
unknown persons. It has been removed twice by YWT and twice put back, making it 
dangerous for disabled people especially to open the gate. The situation will be 
monitored.

JT reported problems with people climbing the gate – mostly to exit the Reserve. LH 
will ask David Smith at Manor Farm if a sign at eye level could be attached to his 
fence – making the exit to the pub and Main Street more obvious. Action: LH

The first consultation process on the Neighbourhood Plan has almost been 
completed. NH reported that villagers generally cited the Reserve in a positive light. 
Car parking was a regular feature of responses.

9. YWT future plans for SNR

LH is awaiting the imminent approval of funding for projects already discussed (see 
Minutes of Oct 30th 2018 meeting, section 9).

The grass field at Church Pastures is to be scarified and prepared for green hay from 
the hay meadow to be strewn there, with the hope of encouraging more species.

There are plans for further events run by Janet and Sam, repeated Residents’ and Bat
walks and possible grass/ wildflower identification courses.

10. Staffing update.

Andy Cochrane will be leaving at the end of April. The Group recognized his huge 
contribution over 20 years to the YWT and SNR. Interviews have been conducted for 
his replacement and the job offered. It will be a full-time post shared with the new 
Ripon City Wetlands Reserve.

LH is taking maternity leave for one year from July.

There is a new trainee attached to the Reserve – Rowan.

Rob Stoneman will leave YWT at the end of April after 13 years as Chief Executive.   
He is going to Rewilding Europe.

11. Flooding



The state of the track by the Norths’ field and its continuation was reviewed (see 
minutes of July 24th 2018  5(f).) The path has not been as muddy and has been less of
a problem this winter. The Norths’ new drain down to the West Lagoon and a drier 
winter seem to be contributing factors. However work to improve the path will be 
carried out if the funding comes through (see 5 (b).)

12. Wildflower planting

As in previous years this will be organised with Staveley School. Action: LH and DG

13. Annual Walk for village residents

 This will take place on July 2nd 2019 starting at the Church Hide at 6.00pm.Action: LH

14. Car Park

Increasingly cars have been seen parked on the road. Funders will not generally fund 
car parks so money needs to come from the main funding for any increase in parking
capacity. LH has ordered a donation post - if income is reasonable from this it may be
that a larger car park could be self-funding. Larger groups (ramblers etc.) are to be 
encouraged to use the disabled car park by contacting YWT in advance of their visit.

15. Future events in the area.

Strawberry Tea – May 19th 

Garden Party – July 7th

16. Communication with the parish

The residents’ walk will be advertised in the Knaresborough Post (through Bill 
Kirkpatrick’s column) and the Link. Action: DG

17. A.O.B.    

Ripon City Wetlands Reserve will hold an Open day on May 4th – its opening day.

18. Date of next meeting   

The next meeting will be held on July 3rd 2019 at the Church Hide at 10.00am.


