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PARISH COUNCIL NOTIFICATION - PLEASE RETURN NOT LATER THAN 7 AUGUST 2020 
 
APPLICATION NO: 6.69.34.A.FUL 20/02303/FUL 
PROPOSAL: Retrospective application for the relocation of existing pallet store. 
LOCATION: Jubilee Court, Abacus House  Wath Lane Copgrove HG3 3TB 
GRID REF: E 434996  N 463103 
APPLICANT: Mr Steve Bradbury 
PUBLIC ACCESS: 
https://uniformonline.harrogate.gov.uk/online-
applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=summary&keyVal=QCP3V6HYMTE00 
 
Please be aware that in a small minority of cases some documents will only be available 24 
hours after the issue of this letter, therefore please do not formulate your response until you 
have been able to access all the information. . 
 
 
If you require any further information or assistance about this particular application please 
contact the case officer whose name can be found on Public Access within 3 working days of 
this letter. Please email using the convention firstname.lastname@harrogate.gov.uk. 
 
Please indicate A, B, C or D as appropriate and input and number any comments below. 
 
A The Parish Council has no objections. 
 
B The Parish Council objects on the planning grounds set out below: 

Staveley and Copgrove Parish Council wish to object to this  retrospective planning application  on the following 
basis. In May 2019 Abacus applied for significant expansion by the addition of Unit K, within their application they 
stated “ the development is located on the last remaining area of the site available to develop”, this current 
retrospective application exceeds the line of what was claimed as the last remaining area. The size and scale of the 
pallet store are not of concern given the enormity of the neighbouring buildings however it's location is of great 
concern. 
 
As can be seen by the photographs submitted by the applicant the area to the rear of unit K is now clearly used as 
part of the working site and the proposed location of the pallet store highlights that there is an anticipation that far 
more vehicles will be accessing the site in contradiction of the applicants claims whilst seeking consent for Unit K. 
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 This site has expanded hugely over time with the applicants always claiming that they will in future be restricted in 
their ability to expand and stating that the number of vehicles accessing is hardly affected by each increase. The 
majority of the vehicles visiting Jubilee Court travel through Staveley and it's constant expansion has directly affected 
the volume of heavy traffic through the village, we have reached a point where we have a constant flow of mainly 
high sided, curtained lorries and speeding white vans travelling in both directions through the village throughout the 
day from very early morning to well past the official close down time for Abacus, the majority of which are servicing 
Jubilee Court. 
 
Although traffic volume has been raised by the PC in every recent planning application response we are always told 
no real change is expected. The site has expanded by at least 175% in recent years and we are told that Abacus is 
extremely busy, this clearly has led to a huge increase in vehicles and we believe the current application facilitates 
yet more expansion hence compounding the issue. We believe that were this a development of housing then there 
would be a need to achieve a more sustainable travel behaviour and the developers would be required produce a 
transport assessment and travel plan, why is there no requirement here? 
 
The other issue with the application is it's impact on the surrounding countryside. The site is located on a high point 
and is surrounded by footpaths and although the proposed pallet store is small in comparison to its neighbours it still 
breaks the contours of the surrounding fields and disrupts yet more of what is supposed to be open countryside. The 
location of the store is far removed from the other buildings and clearly breaks the building line previously 
referenced by the applicants as their boundary for expansion. 
 
As a PC we fully accept and in fact encourage local employment and we understand that Abacus are constantly 
increasing their workforce however, to our knowledge, at most only 20% of the employees are actually based locally 
meaning the majority drive to work from other areas. All must use their own vehicles as there is no viable bus 
service. 
 
It is of huge concern that yet again Abacus appear to be lining themselves up to expand further. We honestly believe 
that if this latest retrospective application is approved it will be quickly followed by yet another application to expand 
further into the countryside to fill the space between the current buildings and the pallet store. This location is no 
longer a small industrial unit which slots quietly into its surroundings and offers benefit to the local community it is 
becoming more like an industrial park akin to those more appropriately located next to major supply routes. The size 
of the site is wholly inappropriate given its location and each addition flies in the face of Harrogate Borough Council’s 
Local Plan. 

 
 
C The Parish Council does not object to or support the application but wishes to make 

comments or seek safeguards as set out below: 
 
D The Parish Council supports the application. 
 
 
Date of Response: 04/08/2020 
There is no need to sign this consultation response 
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Do not send the views of individual Parish Councillors, either as a list of (possibly conflicting) points or as 
a batch of separate letters. The Parish Council must form a corporate view. 


